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this fgure shows a reduction of £74,000 in
comparison with 1929-30. The receipts from
income tax amounted to £340,000 in 1929-30
whilst for the last financial year, 1932-33,
the collections totalled £169,000 only, or less
than 50 per cent. of the amount received in
1929-30.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Were all the assess.
ments sent out in time?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but it
was not the fault of the Government if they
were not. It is estimated that the reeeipts
for this vear will amonnt to only £160,000.
Such a serious fall in the veecipts from these
avenues of taxation have proved very em-
barrassing to the Treasurer—as it was to his
predecessor—and he has naturally found it
very difficult to carry on. As the purpose
of the measure is simply to ensure the con-
tinzance of the present Aet without altera-
tion, I do not think that there is any neces-
sity for me to detain members with an ex-
planation of its clauses. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
199]: T have a word of praise and con-
gratnlation for the Government for bring-
ing forward a measure thai does not seek
to add anything to the land tax and income
tax imposed npon the people.

Hon. G. W, Miles: The Government gave
that undertaking, and they are merely carry-
ing ont their word.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am always
pleased when the Government of the day,
after giving Parliament their assurance that
something will be done, promptly follow up
their promise by introducing legislation in
conformity with their declaration. For that
reason, the people generally will appreciate
the action of the Governmenti.

Hon. G, W, Miles: This will he used
against you some day.
Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: That may be so.

If anyone should desire to use it against me,
he is welcome to do so. Earlier in the day
I saw Rt to criticise the Government and
now, when a word of praise is due, I am
zlad to extend it.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What are you looking
for?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. J. NICHOLSON ; Despite the diffi-
culties of these times, when Governments
thronghout the world are experiencing
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trouble regarding finance, 1 hope it will by
possible for the Minister to introduce a Bil
next year whieh, if it will not decrease taxa
tion, will certainly not increase it. In th
meantime, I trust that the Government wil
be able to practise wise economies in evern
direction possible.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, dehat
adjourned,

House «djourned at 9.12 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 15th Norember. 1933,
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Bills: Fremantle City Couneil Lnuda Aet Amend-
ment, 1R, 191
Permanent Reserve (A1162} 1R, e 101
Health Act Amendment (No 2}, 1 ... 191
Annusl Estimates : Votes discussed . e 191
Aborlgines Native Stations . 10%
Rallwaye, Tramways, ele. e 10%
state Trading Concerns ... e 185

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—HOUSING TRUST.

Alr. F, C. L. SMITH asked the Premier
1. Was Senator Collett correct in siafing
in the Senafe, during the debate on the Fin
ancial Relief Bill (mds Federal “Hansard’
No. 23, p. 3862, October 25, 1933), that “i1
Western Australia there is what is koow:
as a housing trust. Its funection is fo erec
houses at an average eost of about £270, an
let them fo deserving people either on a fre
life tenaney or on the renf purchase systen
at the rate of 5s. weekly”? 2, If the state
ment is correct, will the Premier indicat
how one of these hounses can be seeured?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. Housing
Trust Act, passed 1930. 2, These houses ar
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rected under special legislation for indigent
>eople only. They are purchased in some
‘ases on s rent purchase contract at 5s. per
veek, from which all rates, taxes and insur-
ince are paid by the Board, the balance he-
ng utilised to repay the capital cost of the
roperty.  Alternatively, an applicant may
ave the home granted on a free life tenure
\igreement, under which no payment whatso-
wer is made by him, and there are no rates
r taxes payahle on the property under the
Act.  Further, it is not possible for any
wpplicants under the Workers' homes Act to
e assisted under the Housing Trust Act,
ind before any approvals are given the
Housing Trust muost be satisfied that the
wplicants are not in a position to obtain a
iome by any ofher means.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, Fremantle City
Amendment.

2, Permanent Reserve (A 1162}.

Tntroduced by the Premier (for the Min-
ster for Lands).

3, Tealth Act Amendment {(No. 2).

Introduced by the Minister for Health.

Council Lands Act

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1933-34.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr. Slee-
nan in the Chair.

Public Utilities:

Vote—Aborigines Native Stations, £4,377 :

ME. SAMPSON (Swan) [4.37]: As we
mve heard a good deal ahont the aborigines
lately, we might on this Vote get a little
nore information, I do not believe that our
aborigines are badly treated; I do believe
;hat the State, wherever opportunity offers,
zives consideration in a practical and sen-
sible way to their nends. Mogla Bulla sta-
Yion, I understand, was established for the
:are and well-being of the natives. I would
ippreciate a few words on the subject from
:he Minister, as this would doubtless have
she effect of setting at rest the minds of
e people who are not well informed eon-
-erping this State’s treatment of its
aborigines.
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THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
8. W. Munsic —Hannans) {4.39]: Un-
doubtedly Moola Bulla stalion has done ex-
eclient work. It was established for the pur-
pose suggested by the hon. member. The
State ought to be prond of the management
of the station, and of the care taken of the
aborigines in that loenlity.  Moreover, 40
aboriginal children ave attending a sehool
there, and are heing taught by a white
teacher. During last year 500 head of eattle
were sent from Moola Bulla to the Wynd-
ham Meat Works. As regards the hides, a
tannery has been estahlished at Moola Bulla.

Mr. Stubbs: The establishment of the
station has also stopped a lot of cattle
stealing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, The
meinber for Swan is quite right in obtain-
ing a statement on the subject. If any per-
son disputes that good work is heing done
at the station, he shounld indicate what re-
mains te be done.

Vote put and passed.

Fotes—Goldfields Water Supply, £107,911;
Kalgoerlie -Abattoirs, £2,629; Metropolitan
Abatteirs and Saleyards, £25,959; Metropo-
litan Water Supply, Sewernge, and Drain-
age, £88,831; Other Hydraulic Undertakings,
£24.991; Perth City Markets, E600—agreed
to.

Yote—Railways, Tramways, Ferries, and
Blectricilty Supply, £3421,700:

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
{(Hon. J. C. Willecox—Geraldton} [4.43]:
I am sorry to stop you in your excellent
run, Mr, Chairman, but perbaps the Com-
mittee would tike some information with
regard to the largest spending department
of Western Australia. It is a remarkable
fact that in most Australian States the
finances of the Railway Department are
an absolutely reliable indieator of the
finanees of the State. Where the Railway
Department make a loss, it may generally
Dhe assumed that the Budget position =
somewhat similar, The expenditure of the
Railway Department, inclusive of Tram-
ways, Ferries, and Electricity Supply, is
estimated at £2,421,700, and the revenue
at £3,585,000. The interest bills of these
undertakings total £1,132,600. Taking all
the concerns together, it is expected that
they will get around in the current finan-
eial  vear. Of course the expenditure
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on the wrailways does not include the
amount expended on maintenance and
repairs postponed from the three pre-
vions years, It will be neeessary
to spread the whole of the amount
required, approximately half a miliion,

over a series of years. This work will be
carried out by unemployed men under sus-
tenance conditions, funds for which will
be made available from loan, as is done in
the other States, and there will be an ar-
rangement made similar to what has been
made in previous vears, This is always
undertaken in periods of stress, and there
will be an account started out of revenue
until the arrears of maintenance are wiped
out, We eannot do it all this year, of
course, but the amount estimated is being
made available to the Commissioner from
loan funds, which will be gradually paid
back, and ultimately eome out of future
Tevenue.

Mr. Latham: Is that regrading being
done from revenue or from loan?

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS:
From loan. The value of the improvements
to the railwny system is dehited to loan.
It is capital expenditure.

Mr. Latham: But not the whole of it
ought to be so dehited.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No,
not the whole of it. Similarly, in regand
to relaying, we often replace 45 b, rails
with 60 1h. vails, in which case we debit
the differenee in cost hetween 43 lb, vails
and G0 1b. rails to capital account, while
the balance goes inte working expenses.
That is not done all in one year cither.
When there iz a lot of relaying we get an
advance from the l'veasurer, which is paid
into suspense account, and a certain
amount of that has to be repaid each year,
Dealing with cash receipts and disburse.
ments of the railways alone this vear, the
estimated revenue is £3,000,000 and the ex-
penditure £2,016,000.

Mr. Patrick: That means the receipts
in revenue?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The estimated fignres have been horne ont
by the first four months of the year. While
members are sometimes inclined te cavil at
the estimates made, the experience we
have gained during the first four months
of the finaneial year indicates that by the
end of the year the actval figures will be
pretty near to the estimate.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Patrick: There will be a falling off
I wheat traffic.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, that seems likely. The position in re-
gard to wheat is very difficult. For if we
are to take the opinion of some members
who have atiended conferences in the Last-
ern States, they say we shall not he export-
ing more than approximately 16,000,000
bushels this year. However, the estimate
[luctuates from day to day. A fortnight
ago it was estimated that the total wheat
erop of Australia would he 180,000,000
bushels. A little later that was brought
down to 160,000,000 bushels, and since then
it hag been further reduced. The present is
a erncial period For the wheat harvest, and
if everything goes favourably no doubt the
estimate will have to be revised.

Mr. Latham: Auwstralia will export not
less than 105,000,000 hushels.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: But
if there are to he only 105,000,000 bushels
exported from the Commonwealth, the quota
for this State will be mueh lower than our
average. If so, the railways will not have
to shift the whole of the wheat, for it will
be cheaper to store it at the sidings.

Mr. Patrick: Our crop will be down also.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, but fortunately in Western Australia
we o not have thase widely divergent esti-
mates of what the crop will he. Becanse
of extreme weather conditions in New South
Wales a few weeks ago, the crop there, we
are told, will he redueed hy 20,000,000
bushels. Over here, fortunately, our weather
conditions are much more favourable, and so
we eseape those coutingencies. If the erop
for Australin were to reach 180,000,000
hushels, onr share of export would he much
less than our average. Mr. Teasdale, three
weeks ago, estimated that it would be only
about 16,000,000 bushels. But with the
agpregate production of 180,000,000 bushels
brought down by bad conditions in the East-
ern States, if Australia is to be allowed to
export the usnal quantity onr guota will go
up considerably ¢

Mr. Patrick: If the estimate is correct,
we shall be able to export 100 per cent.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, in those cirecumstances all the wheat
grown in Western Australia will be exported
under this plan. But on the estimates of
three weeks ago, we would bhave had to cur-
tail our export by some 40 per cent., 50 the
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Commissioner of Railways did not know
whether or not to hurry on wiih the repairs
to rolling stoek, in order to he ready to deal
with a harvest of average proporiions, If
we had a reduction made in our quota, we
would have to curtail our operations, and
it would be useless to get all the rolling stock
ready if it were not to he used daring the
season. But the misfortuncs of other people
have refleeted themselves here to our benefit,
and it pow appears that all the erop which
in ordinary conditions we would be export-
ing will be exported this year. Ilowever, it
did look very serious from a railway trans-
port view three weeks ago. I had not in-
tended to diverge into that explanation, but
it is justified, beeause wheat does have a very
consideiable ciieet ou the railway operations.
When I was led aside I was proceeding to
explain that onr estimates this year are
based on a loss of £30,700, a very consider-
able improvement on last vear's figures. We
have ymproved on the fignres of last year
by inereasing the earnings by £51,000, and
inereazing the working expenses by only
£19,000, and so our position is £40,000 bet-
ter, which would indicate that the estimate
made is near the mark.

My, Latham: Then you shonld get some
belp from the timber industry.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes
it will help us eonsiderably, hecause fortun-
ately the industry has secured an order for
a million sleepers, to be put into the track
hevond Kalgoorlie, and those sleepers the
State railways will have to carry az far as
Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Stubhs: At a payable freight?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, T think it is 1.8d.; anvhow it iz above
the average cost of hauling. Also if is very
convenient from the standpoint of economi-
¢al railway working, beeanse the sleepers will
be carried to Kalgoorlie, and the trueks will
have the wheat harvest for back loading. Ido
not know that we would werry very much
about motor competition if we eould have a
million sleepers to haul to Kalgoorlie every
vear during harvest time, for that would he
of immense benefit. So, while the estimate
may have looked a bit roseste when the
Treasurer delivered his Budget speech, the
actual figures for the Arst four months of
the vear tend to bear out that estimate en-
tirely. For the yenr 1932-33, working ex-
penses and interest exceeded revenue by
£164.769, so that an improvement of £133,769
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is forecast for the eurrent year. Tt is anii-
cipated that the revenue will reach
£3,000,000. Compared with that actually re-
ceived in the previous fiseal yvear—£2,920,817
—an increase of £79,183 will have to be col-
lected, and there does not seem to he mueh
doubt in this regard, as up to the end of
October the cash receipts execeded, those of
the eorresponding period of the previous
vear by £32,000. The prineipal sources of
earnings last yvear and the prohahle returns
from such during the current year are us
follows—

Actual  Antieipated
carnings.  receipts.
1032.33,  1933-34.
£ £
Wheat . GG2,734 650,000
Local timber 145,145 170,000
Loeal coal 109,435 116,000
Wool . .. Go961 63,000
Passenger and par.
cels traffie Lo 602444 670,000
Livestock . .. 109,077 120,000
All other poods .. 1,022,695 1,050,000
Miseellaneous and
Tents 159,631 163,000

£2,032,140  £3,000,000

The estimate of expenditure for the enrrent
vear, nanely, £2,016,000, is on the low side
when compared with the actual figures of
last year, namely, £2,089,333, hut it is hoped
by minute attention to every item of expend-
iture to keep within the amount asked for.
There are no items in the Estimates that
eall for special comment, as they all pro-
vide for maintaining the service in a safe
and efficient manner. As stated previously,
certain urgent deferred maintenance will he
provided for specially from funds from other
sources which are not included in the stale-
ment now under diseussion,  During last
vear 102 miles of new railways were taken
over and worked under the ausual eonditions,
the first one from Paroo to Wilma, a dis
tance of 44 miles, and the second ene from
Lake Grace to Hyden Rock, a distance of 58
miles, These lines will, of course, add to the
expenditure, but the revenue earned from the
Wiluna line will more than provide for
working expenses and interest. As for the
Hyden Rock line, it will be some time he-
fore it ean provide for both working ex-
penses and interest. That is always expected
when we build a developmental railway, and
as the district becomes established if will
not be long before the line will pay.
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These lines are very unsatisfactory from the
standpoint of the Railway Department, be-
cause they are expensive to run. The State,
however, must be prepared to face the loss
on the lines because of the benefit that will
acerite from the development of the lands
adjoining them.  With regard to volling
stock, apart from 11 sheep trucks and a
special truck for bulk wheat, no new rolling
stock was built last year, and when the pre-
gent programme for an increased number of
sheep trucks is completed, making 50 in all,
no further inereases nre contemplated. Some
of the rolling stoeck set aside in previous
years is heing repaired and ample rolling
stock will be available for the haulage of all
traffic which is tendered for transport.

Mr. Patrick: Is that a new type of sheep
trnek ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. We have received complimentary ref-
erenees from people who deal in stoek to
the improved facilities for the earriage of
gheep. It will be known to some of the coun-
try members that we have installed hydrants
at various points for the purpose of clean-
ing out the trucks. This work is in eonnee-
tion with the unemployment scheme, An-
other proposal hefore the Treasurer for con-
sideration is the improvement of the water
supply and other facilities at Midland June-
tion. We shall thus be able to sup-
ply clean trucks, allowing of the de-
livery of sheep in a clean and proper condi-
tion, so that they can he sold to hetter ad-
vantage. The Leader of the Opposition 1s
rather concerned about eoal supplies and
nsked when the report of Dr. Herman would
be available.

Mr. Latham: I have since read some of it
and it js extremely interesting, especially
the emly pavt of the report.

The MINISTER TOR RAILWAYS:
[ spoke to the Treasurer on the matter and
he laid the report on the Table yesterday
for the information of members. I agree
with the Leader of the Opposition that it is
a very valuable document. It explains the
whole position with regard to the coal in-
dustry. DMueh information is contained in
it that has never before been made available
to the public. We now know how we stand
with respeet to our coal supplies and the
expenditure necessary te produee coat in
this State. The price fixed by the arbitrator
represents a reduetion of 2s. 414d. per ton.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The price of Collie eoal, however, is still
considerably in excess of the price of New-
eastle coal at the pit’s mouth.

Mr. Wilson: In some places.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes.

Mr. Latham: The member for Collie is
always interested in coal.

The MINISTER TOR RAILWAYS:
The quarrel, if T may so term it, that existed
between the Railway Department and the
Amalgamated Collieries and others has now
been settled. The difference was submitted
to two independent arbitrators, who ap-
pointed an umpire, and he decided that the
present price of coal is fair and equitable.

Mr. Stubbs: Do you think the breach will
now be healed for good?

Mr, Wilson: 1 should saw, no.

Mr. Latham: 1 should say no, also.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We will take that hurdle when we come to
it, After the recent exhaustive inquiry, we
are now, with the information we bhave, in a
much better position to discuss prices than
we were formerly. Tt shonld be remembered
that the Railway Department are practically
the only eustomers of the Collie mines.

Mr. Latham: Anyhow, the Railway De-
partment now have the hig end of the stick.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The reduction in the price of eoal will, of
course, be reflected in railway expenditure.
[f we could he assured that that reduction
will he maintained, together with the redue-
tions in the wages and salaries of the rail-
way servants in pursnance of the Financial
Emergeney Act, the position of the Railway
Department wonld not be too serions. But
such a favourahle set of civeumstances can-
not be expected always to eontinue. Those
two items to a great extent account for the
improvement which can be expeeted in rail-
way revenue during the present year. The new
standard prices for eonl are i3s. 3d. for
Incomative eoal and Gz, 914d. for small coal,
as compared with 153, 744d. and 93. 17%d.
respectively as at 28th February last, and
19s. and 12s. Gd. respectively when ihe
eontract which expired on that date was
entered into in 1930, When it is remem-
hered that the Railway Department ron-
sume over a quarter of a million tons of
coal per annum, and the power housc 170-
000 tons, members will realise what a re-
duction of 2s. 44d. per ton means to those
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undertakings. The latest award provides for
a refund by the Amalgamated Collieries in
respect of large and small coal supplied
between the st March and the 2lst Qec-
tober of approximately £20,000, while the
basic wage reductions since Lst March
will reduce the annual eoal bills of the
Railway Department and the Eleciricity
Supply Department by about £30,000 and
£14,000 respectively as compured with the
prices paid up to the 28th February !ast.
The award covers only supplies by the
Amalgamated Collierfes, but an agrecment
made between the Griffin Company and the
t'ommissioner prior to the arbitration pro-
eeedings also provides for a reduction m
the price of Grifin enal. The netual aincunt
is stil under discussion with that company.
With regard to the permanent way, ar-
rangements have been made for re-luying
certain lines; re-sleepering, re-ballusting
and re-grading will be undertaken during
the eurrent year. In faet, manv of the
works are now in hand and when com-
pleted will materially curtail working ex-
penses and provide quicker transport of
both passenger and goods traffic. Far the
benefit of those interested in railway ad-
ministration, I placed on the Table of the
House yesterday the report of the Com-
missioner of Railways for the first quarter
of this vear. With regard {o trammways,
the estimates are—

£
Revenue £86,000
Bxpenditure 198,000
88,000
Interest 54,000
Estimated profit £34,000

Aboul nine wvears ago, when I first took
office ag AMinister for Railways, a system
of relaying was introduced, and an
amount of £21,000 was provided each vear
to repav the cost. The ve-laying has been
practically completed and praetieally paid
for, and consequently that will he reflected
in the expenditure of the department.
Lust year the revenue actually rollected
was  £282,000, while working expenses
amounted to £222,000. Afier providing for
interest, there was a surpluz of nearly
£8,000. The trolley buses commenced
operations during October and have proved
lo be economical in working. They pro-
vide an ample service for Kensington-
street and Leederville residents. With re-

1m9

gard to the ferries, the revenue which it
is antieipated will be collected during the
vear is £9,000. Members who study the
Estimates closely will see that last year the
receipts from the ferries amounted to
about £2,000. That is accounted for by the
fact that the ferries were then part of the
State trading concerns. The ferries have
now heen included in the public utilities,
The amount actually received in revenue
Iast year was about £8,000. With regard
to the electricity supply, the estimates arve
as follows:—-

£
Revenue . 290,000
Working expenses 200,000
90,000
Interest 63,000
Estimated profit £27,000

‘This position will be brought abont to
some cxtent by the reduetion in the prite
of coal, because coal is a very important
factor in the production of eleetric cur-
rent. More than half the cost is made up
of coal. I do not propose to say anything
about the extension of the Power Huouse
at thiy stage. That matter will be dealt
with when the Loan Estimates are intro-
dueed. T will say, however, that we ave
endeavouring to make an arrangenient
with people who may be able to tender for
the extension of the plant and who, it sne-
cessful, vAll be prepared to aceept deben-
tures. However, the matter has not yet
been ecompleted. The Minister for Works
is dealing with it in the Fastern States
and turther negotiations must take place
hefore we can put definile information he-
fore the Houze. We hope we zhall be able
to make a satisfactory arrangement to
finance this urgent and neeessary exten-
sion of the plant. 1 think T ean say hun-
dreds of factories in the metropolitan nrea
are depending upon eleciricity for power,
and if we ean supply them with cheap
power, they will be hetter able to cope
with the competition of the faetories
the Eastern States. We are now gegerating
more current than was ever generated
before in the history of the plant. This
vear will be a record. Three years ago,
owing to the depression, it was nof con-
sidered necessary to proceed with the ex-
tension of the plant on aecount of a ve-
duection in the consumption of electricity. The
position has so improved this vear, notwith-



1920

standing the depression, that the consnmp-
tion of current is as great now as it was in
the peak year of 1929, The nrgeney for the
extension of the plant is therefore apparent;
it brooks no further delay. The Treasnrer
no doubt will be seeing the Minister for
Works on his return from the Loan Couneil,
and it is expected when the Loan Estimates
are introduced that the Treasurer will be in
a position to make some definite statement in
regard to this matter. The pesition is im-
proving, and I am glad to be able to say so.
We are not slipping, as we were for a year
or two not long age. I trust that if our
Estimates of revenue and expenditure turn
out as we hope, we shall soon find the rail-
ways and the other undertakings covered by
this Vote in a comparatively satisfactory
position.

ME. CROSS (Canning) [813]: It is
time that a hold policy of re-organisation in
the railways was adopted. They will have to
advance with the timez if they are to keep
pace with motor traffic. People in the melvo-
politan area and country distriets should
have a faster means of transport provided
for them. A good suggestion would he to
consfruet the South River ratlway and divert
the major portion of the country trafic to
Fremantle over that line. The railway from
Midlaud Junetion to Fremantle could then
be electrified. This work could be ecarvied
out at considerably less cost than is generally
imagined. I believe it costs £1,000 a mile to
construct a line for a trolley bus service. I
would point out that the rails between Perth
and Fremantle are already Inid down. If
this work were put in hand it would be
possible to run a quick 15-minutes service
throughout the day hetween these two peints.
The revenne from the tramway system for
1929 was £342,000, the working expenses
were £281,000, and the interest bill £50,000.
Tn 1930 the revenue was £348,000, in 1931 it
was £304,000, in 1932 it was £285,000, and
for the financial year ended 30th June, 1933,
it was £281,000. In five years, therefore, the
revenue fell by more than £61,000. During
that period working expenses dropped hy
£54,000, but interest was inereased by £1,184.
In 1929 the tramways carried 35,000,000
pussengers, but by 1933 they were carrying
29,000,000, 2 drop of 6,000,000 passengers.
The passengers earried per car mile in 1920
were 1047, and in 1933 the figure had
dropped fo 8.76. In spite of the faet that
more ear miles were run in 1933, fewer
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passengers were ¢arried. In his last annual
report the Commissioner of Railways says—

In connection with carnings, motor com-
petition is taking its toll on the tramways,
and this combined with the lesser number of
people working in and around the city ae-
counted for the decline.

I do not think the depression is entively
responsible  for the reduced number of
passengers carried on the tramways. The
Commissioner also says—

Although more miles were run during the
vear, there was a decrease in the number of
passeugers carried. This is largely accounted

for by motor competition, and the slackening
eff in employment.

The fact that passengers are heing iost to
the tramways is largely due to the depmt-
ment having lost its eapacity to move with
the times. The officials have lost the capacity
to apsorhb new ideas. Very few changes have
oceurred in the system in the last 15 years.
The trams themselves are mostly old and
ont-of-date. The officials do not realise that
they must provide a quicker service, a more
Erequent one, and a hetter type of tramecur.

Mr. Hegney: It is also necessary that the
passengers should hurry themselves up too.

Mr. CROSS: I am glad the department
have had sufficient foresight to adopt the
newer form of transport, namely the trolley
bus, I feel sure that will be a success. The
route where the trolley bus is operating is
probably the worst that could have been
found in the ecity for the inauguration of the
service. It runs in between a tramline ser-
vice and the railway, in an area in which
from Perth City to the mateh factory there
is practieally no population. There are also
23 turns along the route. Trolley buses ave
very mobile, and are c¢heaper to run than
electric trams, The South Perth tramway
could epsily be pulled up and the track con-
verted into a trolley bus ronte. That would
enable the department to run a more fre-
quent service. It i3 not very far from the
Vietoria Park terminus to Como. 1T am
assured by a well-known doetor in that dis-
trict that he ean go from the terminus to
Como in his ear in a matler of seven minutes,
but that on numerous oceasions it takes a
tram nearly an hour to do the distance. Tt
is absolutely essential that the tramway sy«
tem shonld be re-organised. I cannot dis
gover why there is any need for the present
dual control. The general manager eontrols
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not only the tramways, but the ferries and
the electricity supply.

Mr. Hegney: And he is subject fo the
Commissioner for Railways.

Mr. CROSS: In the tramway service it-
self there is a traffic superintendent, an over-
head superintendent, and an electrical super-
intendent. Practically each department is
jealous of the other. First of all, a motor-
man reports to the sub-traffic inspector, who
in turn makes a recommendation to the chief
inspector, who makes a further recommenda-
tion to the traffic superintendent, who then
goes to the gencral manager, and probably
the request is then refused or agreed to by
the Commissioner himself.  The tramway
service should bhe put under the conirol of
one man. The electricity supply should he
relegated to the present mannger, who is an
expert on that subject. The tramways should
be managed by an expert in traffic, a8 man
who is capable of ineorporating in it medern
ideas. Unless something is done in the near
future motor transport will take an ever-
inereasing toll of passengors, and the tram-
ways will he showing a heavy loss. Not long
ago I took a deputation to the Minister ask-
ing for an improved service on the South
Perth route. We were told this could not
be given because the trams carried only 32
passengers per trip.  Actnally they carry
only 24 per trip on the Bulwer-street tram,
30 on the Claremont route, and 33 on the
Beaufort-street route, the most popular of

all. A fair percentage of passengers,
who should be patronising the South
Perth tram rvoute, are now being trans-
ported by varions bus services whieh
pass through that centre. Unless o
more frequent tram service i inaug-

urated, the route might as well be closed
down. Some time ago 1 asked a few ques-
Hons in the House. One nuestion was with
a view te finding out for what specific rea-
son the Iast tram for South Perth left
the ¢ity on Salurday night eonsiderably
earlier than it did on week nights. The re-
ply was as follows—

It has been found that between Monday and
Friday the passengers earried at 11.5 are very
few, and to avoid running an extra car the last
tram leaves the Town Hall at 11.35 p.m., but
on Saturday nights the loading is considerably
increased, and to get people home carlier the
last tram has been scheduled to leave at 11,25
pm.

There are more people in the ety Erom the
suburban aveas on a Saturday night than
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o any other night. That is the night
when most dances and other entertain-
ments are held, and people make that
a night out, but the department choose

‘to despatch the tram ten minutes earlier.

I will give the real reason for the running
of that tram ten minutes earlier. It was to
save the payment of a few paltry shillings
in overtime. Because of that, the depart-
ment deny 10,000 or 12,000 people reason-
able transport faeilities. On a Saturday
night recently, a South Perth man took the
names of alt the passengers who walked from
the tram line at the Victoria Park end of
the Causeway to Soulh Perth. He found
that 46 residents had to walk from the
Causeway to points as far as heyond River-
street. When the Tramway Department
failed to take aetion to relieve the position,
a bus company intimated that they were
prepared to provide two buses late at night
in arder to cope with the traffic. It is im-
perative that the department take action to
effect a change for the better, ofherwise the
tramways will lose the service. When the
deputation waited upon the Minister, we
asked for other matters to be attended to,
ineluding the remnval of the sureharge of a
renny on holiday fares, In Great Britain
the various railway companies, in arder to
attract passengers, have extended the sum-
met excursion fares right through te C'hrist-
mas time. In Perth the Tramway Depact-
ment practieally drive fraffie away by n-
ereazing fares. I commend to the Minister
the snggestion that ordinary fares he
charged on holidays. I look for drastic
rhanges in conneetion with the tramway ser-
vice and hope that greatly improved condi-
tions will apply to the South Perth line. I
believe it would pay the department if they
took up some of the lines where the loop
system ig installed, such as at South Perth
and on the line to Claremont, and in place of
them provide a trolley bus service. In faet,
a trolley bus service operating from the
Causeway to Fremantle via Canning Bridge
would prove a payable propoesition from the
ouvtset.

Mr. Hegney: Wonld that supersede the
proposed railway sonth of the river?

Mr. CROSS: Yo, it would be an addi-
tional facility.

The Premier: The suggestion by the hon.
member is that there is room for the two!
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Mr. CROSS: Members do not seem to
realise the tremendous increase thers has
been in the population south of the river.
The time has arrived when that important
part of the metropolitan area should receive
adequate attention. [ want to draw the at-
tention of the Mimster to one or two ofher
complaints. Last week I asked the Minister
o question regarding the delays in the Hay-
street tromway service and the reply I re-
ceived wus just as unsatisfactory as the one
regarding the late tram to South Perth. The
reply the Minister gave me was that owing
to traffic exigencies it was necessary to cut
out one tram. On the other hand, the depart-
ment claimed that between 7.50 and 8.9 three
trams left the Perth Town Hall. I was in
the vieinity of the Town Hall that evening,
and it iz a fact that so many complaints
were made to the inspector on daty that af
8 o’clock he got out of the way. About 150
persons were waiting for a tram to proceed
up Hay-street west, but no tram arrived for
practically half an hour. I would like the
Minister to make ingnivies ahout that mat-
ter because in my opinion, at least two trams
on that particalar night were cut out be-
cause the service was short of men. I helieve
there are siflicient men walking uabout the
streets to emable then to be profitably em-
ployed. The poliey adopted by the depart-
ment at present of cutting ount trams is
presumably aimed ai effecting ecconomics
rather than to give the people the frequent
service that is so necessary to attract pas-
sengers. That policy hay the effect of driv-
ing them away from the trams. T hope the
Minister will go into these matters closely
and see to it that dvastic improvements are
effected,

MR. LATHAM (York) [5.35): From
time to time statements have heen wmade
publiely that the Mitchell Government left
the railways in a shocking condition, due to
the fact that they did not spend money to
effect necessary repairs and replacements.

Mr. Hegney: And did they not?

Mr. LATHAM : If members will vead the
report of the Railway Department for the
vear ended the 30th June, 1932, they will
find on page 40 the usual certificates issued
hy responsible olficers. 1 will read some of
them so that members will not spread
rumours that arve adverse to the railway sys-
tem, It is unfair to the public who use the
service as well as to the former Administee-
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tion. This is how the certifieate issued by
Mr. Broadfoot, the Clief Mechanical Engi-
ncer, reads—

L hereby certify that the rolling stock, mach-
inery, plant and appliznces in use under my
control have, during the year ended the 30th

June, 1932, been maintzined in good working
vrder and. repair.

The Minister for Railways: That applies
to the portion of the railway stock that was
operating,

Mr. LATHAM: I know; I shall have
something to say about that later on. The
certificute of Mr, Creswell, the Chief Civil
Engineer, reads—

L hereby certify that the permanent wagy,
buildings, bridges, jetlics, fences, clectrical
and signalling applianees, and all other works
under my control have been maintained in safe
condition during the year ended 30th June,
1932,

The Premier: It is strange that in the fivst
month after I had taken over the Treasury,
the Couwunissioner of Railways asked for
£500,000 for what he deseribed as belated
nnd necessary repairs.

Mr. LATHAM: | am not saying that that
was not so, but it is not fair to the travelling
public to declare that our railways are not
safe,

The I’remier; No one has said that,

My, LATHAM: [t has been said.

The Minister for Railways: By whom?

Mr. LATIIAM : By some responsible peo-
ple. 1 have heard it said in this Honse. The
Premicr has held office as Minister for Rail-
ways and has held other Ministerial positions
for years. He has been a member of this
House for much longer than I and he knows
that inumediately there is a change of Gov-
ernment, the deparitmental officers approach
the new Treasurer and Ministers with a view
to securing money that they consider is
necessary for their respective departments.
That is absnlately true. Of course, 1 have
not sufficient knowledge to pit my assertions
against the word of the Premier.

The Minister for Railways: But in view
of the large deficit, you know that every
possible expenditure had to be eut out.

Mr. LATHAM: But there was never any
grave danger to the publie, sueh as they have
heen led to believe.

The Minister for Railways: Of course not.

Mr, LATHADL: During the three years the
Mitchell Government were in office the rail-
ways conveyed record consignments of wheat,
In one vear, we carried 53,000,000 bushels,
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in another year 43,000,000 bushels and again,
41,000,000 bushels. Those were the three
higgest years of our wheat yield, and no
complaints were received on aceount of de-
layed traffic.

Mr. Wansbrough: But you had the ad-
vantage of a elass of truck that was not
available previously. You had the timber
trucks, the most economical of the lot.

Mr. LATHAM: What the hon. member
suggests is that they were released from traffic
in the South-West, which enabled us to carry
that quantity of wheat.

Mr, Wanshrough: Yes.

Mr, LATITAM: At the same time, we were
conveying large guantities of £rnit, but there
were gcomplaints that we did not have suffi-
cient trucks to handle the consignments.
That is almost inevitable in a country where
development is proceeding rapidly. I know
that the previous Government did not have
enongh money te spend, particularly during
their first year in office, when expenditure
wes confined to £1,300,000. The Premier
had budgeted: for a fairly large loan, but it
was not raised, and the Government were not
able to raise any more meney while they were
in office.

The Minister for Railways : The same
applied in your scecond year., We sympathised
with your Governmeni hecause you were not
ahle to get the necessary money.

My, LATHAM: I am not blaming the
Minister, because 1 know he desires to be
fair. In fact, I do not blame any of the
present Ministry, but members sitting on
the Government eross benches have an idea
that we deliberately refrained from spend-
tng muoney that was required.

Mr., Tonkin: And, mind you, we know a
little about it.

Mr. LATFHAM: Perhaps the hon, member
was responsible for some of the wild rye-
ports that have heen cireulated.

Mr. Griffiths: A little knowledge is a dan-
gerous thing.

Mr. LATHAM : The information conveved
by the Jlinister himself showed what the
position really is better than anything I can
say. He said that over a large number of
vears there had been no faial aceidents to
passengers while travelling in our trains.

The Minister for Railways: That referred
to paring passengers.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes. Perhaps that is not
sltogether vight, because, if my memory
serves me aright, a child was killed owing
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te a carriage door being left apen. Gener-
ally speaking, however, we can uve very
proud of our railway system. From an en-
gineering point of view, Western Australia
lends itself to railway econstruetion, The
land is flat for the most part, and there is
little danger of washaways compared with
the position in other countries. As a matter
of faet, there is not much to worry about
trom the standpoint of railway construetion
in this State. I want to elear up the par-
ticular point, however, that it iz unfair to
say that the Mitchell Government deliber-
ately neglected to provide utilities necessary
for the people’s safety. The membher for
Canning (Mr. Cross) made a statement
that most of ws will endorse. e asserted;
that there has not been sufficient progress
made in our rnilway administration. Mem-
bers must know that the same old system
has gone on for 20 years past. One can
patronise the country railways and realise
that no attempt has been made to compete
with up-to-date traffic arrangements. T do
not know why that is so. It may he due
to the fact that the department has not suffi-
cient funds.

The Minister for Railways: Did vou dis-
cuss that with your former colleague in the
Mitehell Government?

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, and I could not get
him to budge any more than I suppose T
can get the hon. member to budge.

The Minister for Ruilways: I have not
adnitted the soft impeachment.

Mr. LATIHAM: T do not think the Min-
ister has much to do with it at all. T think
the Railway Department is in a groove, and
very often I feel that if it were within my
power to arrange the time tables, I could
render the publie far hetter service than
is miven by the railway officials, particularly
where the ecountry districts were affected.

The Premier: The man who looks on with
satisfaction alwavs looks upon himself as
superior to the man in aetion.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, I know, but the man
who takes advice probably proves himself
the hetter for it, even though he takes the
advice from someone whose knowledge is not
as extensive.

The Minister for Railways: The coaeh is
a better man than the eaptain of a Footbhall
team.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, usually.
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The Premier: The chap sitting on the
fence is always the better rider.

Mr. Griffiths: The onlooker secs most cf
the game,

Mr. LATHAM: I know that the Commis-
sioner travels over the railway system every
year, but probably he does not encounter the
inconventences that the ordinary users of
the system expericnece. T have partieularly
in mind the arrangements at Merredin june-
tion, wheve there is probably the worst rail-
way service in the world, The train arrives
there during the middle of the night from
branch lines, and passengers have to wail
for two hours on the platform. Certainly
there is a structure ealled a waiting room.

Mr, Wansbrough: It is worse down south
where one has to wait 24 hours at one séa-
tion,

Mr. LATHAM: That is not so had; be-
cause passengers can go to hed. I cannot
understand why the deparfment do not ar-
range a time table to permit of the trains
arriving half an lhour ahead of the con-
neeting train, An island platform could
be put in to take both trains, 'There is
abundant room at Merredin for it. To-day
the department run the same old coaches
on the Bruce Roek line, and to my know-
ledge those coaches have done service for
23 years but the people are not using the
eoaches, and the Railway Department hold
them merely for one or itwo passengers.
Members of Parliament would prefer to
ride in a truck rather than suffer the in-
conveniences of to-day. The department
should set themselves to try and re-gain
that passenger traffic. It is there to be
regained.

Mr. Wanshrough: There is a lot to con-
sider in it.

The Minister for Railways: There are
erossings and junetions.

Mr. LATHAM: The trains at present
eross at Burraecoppin, and they conld just
as eagily cross at Merredin.  All ihat
would be required would be merely a litile
acceleration. Far better would it be to
have motor transport than continue the ex-
isting arrangement. During the reecess I
have gone to my farm on three different
Thursdays. There is a train due to leave
Narrogin for Merredin, and it must leave
after the Perth to Albany train arrives,
at about threc o’clock in the morning. On
leaving Narrogin the train runs through to
Merredin, and I noticed on those oceasions
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that it had one coach and two vans for
perishable goods. Not one passenger ocen-
pied the ccach on any ocasion. That is
not surprising seeing that on arrival at
Merredin a person would have to wait
thirteen hours to get the connecting train.
It would be far better not to run that
train. Of course I know what the Com-
missioner will say. The train conveys
fish from Denmark and Albany to Kalgoor-
lie, and it arrives at its destination on
Friday morning, but no one uses the pas.
senger coach. I should like the Minister to
ascertain for himself whether my state-
ment i correct. I am not anxious to find
fault with the system, but when this kind
of thing happens one gets annoyed. IF the
service were altered from Thursday to
Tuesdny, the Railways counld pick up
sheep for the market. The farmers in that
district to-day have to load their sheep on
Monday to arrive at the market down here
on Wednesday, whereas, if the train were
changed from Thursday to Tuesday, a saving
in the time of transport of 14 fo 16 hours
would result.

'I'he Minister for Railways: If 1ihey
guaranteed the ordinary minimum number
of stock an arrangement would he made.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, but what about the
two perishable trueks?

My, Wansborough: Do you say that was
all the train consisted off ¥

Mr., LATHAM: Yes; it is a fast train
and does not pick up goods, nor does it
load wheat or anything like that. T should
like the Minister to make an inquiry into
this matter. If one desires to go to Bruce
Rock it would he necessary to leave bere
at ten past seven in the morning. The
distanee is 171 miles, and the train arrives
there at about ten o’clock at night.

The Premier: It is more than 171 miles
by rail.

Mr. LATHAM: No, that is the distanece
through York. 1 have given the railway
mileage. By road one ean get to Brace
Rock in five hours, and consequenfly there
is a great temptation for people to use the
road instead of the railway. By air the
trip ean be done in an hour and 20 minutes.
The Railway Department should really do
something. I make this suggestion: They
should run two goods train a week instead
of three, and put on one fast passenger
service. If they did this I am convinced
the result would be highly satisfactory.
The coach that runs from Elleker to Nor-
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nalup in all probability does not pay along
that ronte, because the storckeeper dis-
poses of all his goods along the route, and
on the way back eream is carried.

Mr. Wansborough: That coach runs only
one day & week.

My, LATHAM: It runs three days a week
to Denmark.

Mr. Wansbrough: That pays.

Mr. LATHAM: But I find aceording to
the returns that the expenditure is greater
than the revenue.

The Minister for Railways: We bought
that corch for the pavtienlar purpose of
carrying out experiments.

Mr. LATHAM: There were three bonght
at the time—petrol coaches.

The Minister for Railways: I thoughi yon
were referring to the coach running to Nor-
nalup.

My. LATHAM: I have not had the op-
portunity of finding out whether the steam
coach is a payable proposition or not.

The Minister for Railways: We ordered
that coach as an experiment, and if it was
found satisfactory, we thought we would get
more.

Mr. LATHAM: Even in the hard times
when we were in office, it was possible to
pick up sufficient money to get a couple of
troliey buses, with which to experiment, We
were most anxions to give them a trial, and
run them along the route past the markets.
Tt would be better to let all the buses have
the city traffic. We were able to sevape up
a little money whenever we tried.

The Premier: You were satisfied with very
little; I should like to get a lot.

Mr. LATHAM: As the Minister has
pointed out, wheat freights cover only a
part of the year, probably six months, and
we should endeavour to make the best use
of the eapital outlay for the remaining por-
tion of the year. The people are willing to
use the serviece if it is possible to use it at a
reasonahle cost, and if the econveniences are
there. But the conveniences are not there.
I venture to say that some Qf the officials
who make up the time tables, never have
occasion to use them.

Mr. Wansbrough: Wounld it be possible
to have s faster service over the line to
Bruce Rock.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, because that line is
laid with 60 Ih. rails. There is one other
matter to which I desire to refer before I
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couclude. I presume that before we are
again considering these estimates, the gues-
tion of the appevintment of a2 new commis-
sioner will have received consideration at
the hands of the Government. I have always
been anxious that the wmen within the ser-
vice should be remembered whenever the
opportunity for promotion presented itself,
but T do hope that when the commissioner-
ship becomes vacant consideration will he
given to the appointment of a business man.
I am afraid that our railway officers are
steeped in railway atmosphere. They make
up the time tables year after year, in the
months of May and November, end as they
do not themselves use the railways, they are
not aware of what the position really is.
There are good officers in the service, I saw
one here last night; I know that he is most
anxious to obtain business for the railway,
but he is hemmed in by all kinds of regu-
lations, all of which are obsolete. It is a
pity those regulations cannot all he destroyed
so that a new set might be framed. We
bave heard a good deal lately about the
Eastern States competition with our Kal-
goorlie service. I cannot help but believe
that there is something radieally wrong on
our side. If it is possible to bring goods
over from Melbourne and Adelaide, handie
them twice, and then unload them in Kal-
goorlic at a rate cheaper than that at which
it is possible to take them up from Perth,
then there is something radically wrong.

The Minister for Railways: But that is
not so,

Mr. LATHAM: Then the Commissioner
should remember that it is no use his pro-
viding work for the people in the Eastern
States and keeping the people down here
out of employment. B

The Alinister for Railways: What you
have just said is not correct. The freights
on all the commodities that come from the
Eastern States are greater on the overland
line than they are on the goldfields line,

Mr. LATHAM: Then why cannot we get

the trade?

The Minister for Railways: Becnuse the
Eastern States people do not charge the
prices that are charged in Western Austra-
lia.

Arv. LATHAXM: Then there is something
in what I said as to unfair competition be-
cause of lower wages.

The Minister for Railways: Possibly the
explanation is lower profits.



1926

Mr. LATHAM: We should try to give
the business to our own people, so that
work may be found for our nmemployed.
The Eastern States would not continue long
with a losing proposition, I do not know
whether the public understand the matter
as I do, but to me it seems that there must
bhe something radically wrong when trade
within a few hundred miles of the principal
seaport cannot be secured for this State.
When in Albany I inquired whether West-
ern Australia could not get some of the
trade of that town, and I was definitely in-
formed that goods could he imported to
Albany from the Eastern States more
cheaply than they could be brought from
Fremantle. Sea freight must be very low.

The Mimster for Railways: It is a ques-
tion of prices at the other end, mot of
freight rates.

The Premier: It is a matter of mass pro-
duction in the East.

Mr. LATHAM: That may be so in some
instances. However, let us take eggs.

The Minister for Railways: The Minister
for Agrienlture mentioned the reason in the
case of eggs. In the East there is a guaran-
teed ege which brings 2d. per dozen more.

Mr. LATHAM: Why are not guaranteed
eggs available here?

The Minister for Railways: The quality
eannot be relied upon.

Mr. LATHAM: That is another slur on
the husiness intelligence of Western Aus-
tralians. Take vegeiables. Unless they come
over in cold storage from the East, surely
our local vegetables, with the exception of
potatoes and onions, must reach the market
in better condition. I fail to understand a
certain notiece appearing in the last issue of
the “Government Gazette” Apparently the
Commissioner of Railways, so soon as he
finds that somehody is ahout fo receive some-
henefit, puts up freights. I refer to the
charge of 9d. per ton in relation to bulk
wheat, which has heen imposed without any
trial of the system. If our farmers are to
be prevented from competing with bulk
shippers clsewhere, our Railway Department
will suffer. The Commissioner will find
himself in diffien}ties if he carries only
highly profitable commodities. His main
thaueht to-day should he to keep the
farmers producing. He knows the tronble
the Premier is having in getting the farm-
ers another shilling or two. The Railway
Department show no idea of husiness. They
shonld be subservient to business, or let me
say they should render services to the busi-
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ness community, The Commissivner should
give bulk handling a trial of 12 months,
and show the Minister at the end of the vear
what is the result. The farming industry is
important enough to justify our asking this
of the Commissioner. I notice that canvas
and slats are used to build up the sides of
trucks for bulk handling. Those additions
would have to he removed in order that the
trucks might he used for the carriage of,
sny, sleepers: and I have no objeetion to the
imposition of a charge under that head by
the Commissioner. However, he should not
step in with a charge of 9d. per ton when
the farmer has the opportunity of ancther
2d. per bushel. Tt is said that immediatelv
one gets into bulk wheat the price one re-
ceives is less, but the fact is that at present
the prices of hulk wheat and bagred whent
are exactly the same. Bulk handline will
Ielp to keep in the State money that now
goes out for hags. Evervone knows how
hard up the farmer is, and the Commissioner
should give hulk handline a 12-months run
withent increase of freight.

ME. NEEDHAM (Perth) [6.9]: I in-
tend to refer to only onc aspect of this vote,
and that is the Government’s attitude to-
wards retiring age, long leave, and annual
holidays in the railway service. These mat-
ters are miving manv railway men mneh eon-
cern, and eansing a fair amount of dissatis-
faction amongst them. T understand the
Government’s view to he that all members
of the railway service and all employvees of
the railway system shall retire at the age of
63. That might be afl right in a system pro-
viding pensions or superannuation at the
retiring age; hut to establish the principle in
our Railway Department, irrespective of the
physieal or mental condition of employees,
must result in injustice, I believe that
representations on the subject have already
heen made, and that still further represen-
tations will be made. Many men of G5 in
the railway service and in other oecupations
are quite eapable of earrying on their work
beyond that age. The Government should
review a policy by which a man capable of
carrying on his work will be retired. when
he has nothing to look forward to except a
small pittance. As regards alleged over-
manning of the service, the shortening of
hours would be a solution of the difficulty.
Then as regards long-serviee leave and an-
nual holiday, I understand the Government
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have decided that after the close of this
calendar year long-service and annual leave
must be cut ont before the retiring age is
reached. The praectice has been to let men
take their long-scrvice leave after reaching
the age of retirement. I trust that the Gov-
ernment will allow the existing praetice to
continue.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[613]: I would not have spoken on this
Vote had not the Leader of the Opposition
made certain remarks. The hon. gentleman
said that irresponsible statements were being
made about the railways, and he went on to
suggest that possibly I had made some.
Whenever I make n statement, I can quote
chapter and verse for it. However, various
statements have been made about the rail-
ways, and for the most part with truth., It
is well known that during the regime of the
late Government there was continual drawing
upon stoeks in hand in the Railway Work-
shops without any replacements whatever.
The result was that when the new Govern-
ment came into offiee, very little stock was
left.

Mr. Moloney: The eupboard was bare.

Mr. TONKIN: The Government are now
faced with the necessity of replacing that
stock. If verification of that statement is
desired, it can be found in the report of the
Commissioner of Railways, on page 19.
The figures are highly illuminating. Let me
take the main items. The stock of timber in
1932 was valued at £21,779. In 1933 it had
fallen {0 £14,5832.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TONKIN: Before tea I was proceed-
ing to give figures to demonstrate the way
in which stocks of the Railway Department’s
material had decreased owing fo the
policy of the previous Government. We
find in the Commissioner’s report, under the
heading of “Stores,” the following compari-
son heiween 1932 and 1933.

1932, 1933.
£ £

Steel and iron 23,308 17,594

Engine material .. 26,713 19,407

Wheels and axles 16,364 12,007

Boiler tubes 11,648 7,970
Copper bar, sheet

aml plate 7,707 4,166

Eleetrical material 7,901 3,729

1927

From that it will be seen that what I say
is perfectly true, namely that the late Gov-
ernment forced the Commissioner to use up
the stocks of material, to completely denude
the stores of their material, instead of sup-
plying funds for the purcbase of fresh mate-
rial so that the stocks could be kept up to
date. That material was used only on ab-
solutely essential repairs; where the Govern-
ment could avoid repairs at all, it was done.
In cases where £5 or £10 would have been
sufficient to repair a truck, instead of spend-
ing that amount, the Government insisted
on the truek being kicked off somewhere
and stowed away. In coosequence there
were simply miles of trucks down near the
Naval Base, and at numbers of sidings
throughout the State one could find a dozen
trucks here and half a dozen there, stowed
away out of sight. That was the peliey pur-
sued by the previous Government. The same
thing occurred amongst the locomotives. On
the books of the department were shown
402 locomotives, and the report of the Com-
missioner discloses that last year 30 of those
locomotives were stowed away wanting ve-
pairs, and the Government were not pre-
pared to go on with those repairs. The re-
port states that the number was six less than
in the previeus year. And there is accom-
panying that a little note whieh says that
it had been found necessary to repair and
return to traffic some of those previously
stowed away. The policy of stowing loco-
motives away was pursuned until the depart-
ment hecame short of lozomotives, and so
ai the last minute they lad to turn round
and repair half-a-dozen that had been pre-
viously stowed. The fact thal they had not
sufficient locomotives to do the work meant
that the locomotives in commission were he-
ing overworked; and just as a human being
can become fatigued throngh overwork, so
can the metal in the engines hecome fatigned,
with the result that breakdowns oecur. I
have had that from railwaymen who were
driving the engines; they have given me spe-
cific eases where engines that were having
a spell in order to be attended to, had to he
rushed from one place to another to cope
with the traffie, with the resuli that the metal
was fatigued, and hreakdowns occurred. This
postponement of expendiiure was followed.
by the previous Government wherever pos-
sible. On page 6 of his report, the Commis-
sioner says that every avenue of postponing
expenditure was exploited. Again, on page
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10, under the heading of “Economies,” these
are the remarks of Lhe Commissioner—

However, it becamo apparent towards the
end of the financial year that the poliey of
postponement of maintenanee of track and
rolling stock, up to full standard, woud have
to be abandoned and an cffort made to over-
take belated repairs. cte,

Theyv had reached the stage when they simply
could not carry on any longer with that
poliex without imperilling the safety of the
system. [ suppose the Commissioner said to
the Government, “You will have to take the
respousihility if an accident ocewrs,” and so
the Government became frightened and did
something. But that was thelr policy
throughout, namely, wherever possible to re-
pair nothing. No blame can be placed on
the Commissioner for that policy. It is evi-
dent that the Government kept him short of
funds. The system was absolutely starved,
Boilermakers and fitters were sacked
from the workshops .and walked the
strests and probably had to be paid
unemployment relief instead of being
engaged on the repairs which were
cssential throughout the system. Leb us see
what that policy means to the State. In
the first place, the hundreds of trucks and
locomotives which were laid up meant so
much idle capital, so much of the State’s
money which had been invested but which
had no opportunity to earn interest, being
entirely out of ecommission. But that was
not all. Apart from the faet that the
capital invested wasg idle, it was decreasing
beecause of the decay consequent npon dis-
use, and also beeause of the npilfering,
which could not be prevented. So the
State’s asset was being wasted. Another
aspect of the position is this: that he-
cause there were so many trucks and loeo-
motives out of comunission, these trucks
and locomotives which were in use had to
he so overworked that the repair bill on
them was much higher than it would have
heen under normal conditions. And, what is
more, when.a firm is short of {ransport
fueilities, economy cannot he proctised in
a proper way. If the Commissioner had
ample trucks at his dispesal, he conld
keep them in eertain zones and attend to
the traffic offering in those zones; but if
he be short of trucks he is obliged to haul
trueks empty out of one zone into another,
with the result that working costs go up
and the margin of profit is lowered. That
is the sort of pelicy the previous Govern-
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ment pursned in vegard to the railivays;
yet the Leader of the Opposition had the
hardihood to say that irresponsible state-
ments were being made about the position.
1 have given facts and fhgures regarding
that position. 1 ask the Leader of the
QOpposition if he pursues that poliey on his
own farm,

Mr. Latham: Of course 1 do, und have
had to do it.

Me. TONKIN: Then the hon. member
must he facing bankruptey. Juosl imagine
a man in a progressive business earrying
on on those lines!

Mr., Latham:
capital.

Mr. TONKIN: Not only will it be a
case of not having fresh eapital, but pretty
soon it will he a ense of having no eapital
at all, no railways at all. That is false
economy, and it should be evident fo any-
body with the slightest business aeumen—
and the Opposition party are supposed to
be eomposed mostly of business men. Im-
agine any business man trying (o carry on
successfully in that way, with no provi-
sion for repairing plant as repairs becoms
necessary. It is the same old thing. Time
and time again have the Labour Govern-
ment had to come along and make up the
leeway.  Members opposite may guffaw,
but they know it is true. They do not have
io rely on my statements, for the Commis-
sioner has pointed out that alsec.

Yes, without nuny fresh

[Mr. Withers took the Chair.}

The Minister for Mines: This is the third
time we have had te do it for the railways.
Mr. TONKIN: As soon as this party
came into power we realised the position
and promptly stopped the rot. The Com-
missioner, on page 10 of his repori, says—
A commencement was made in the last three

months, and the work is being proceeded with
araduaily until the arrcars have been overcome,

The Premier: e meant the Iast three
nionths of the finaneial year.

Mr. TONKIN: That is right. Tn effect,
lie says that as soon as this Government
ame into oflice a eommencement, was made
with fhe belated repnirs. His statement
continues—

It is naturally a slow process in view of the
searcity of funds, huf it is hoped that in four
of five years the sysftem will be up to the re-
quired standard,
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Mr. Thorn: There will be a change of
Government long before then.

The Minister for Mines. If we went out
to-morrow, the railways would immediately
go back again.

Mr. TONKIN: The Leader of the Op-
position was talking without his book, or
possibly he was doing his best to pul a
bold front on a bad case. In his position,
that is his job, but he eannot bolster up
a faulty ease, and he has to realise that
the policy pursued towards the railways
by his Government was a suicidal one for
the State and would spell rvin to any
business. If he spoke truly when he said
he followed that policy on his farm, it
spells ruin for him too.

Mr. Latham: T do not think you need
worry about that. T tell you definitely that
yon can only purchase material aecording
to the money which you have available. The
Government cannot turn out money by a
printing machine; they have to arrange with
their bankers.

Mr TONKIX: How are the Government
finding the money now?

Mr. Latham: We put things in good order
when we got the money from the Treasury.

Mr. TONKIN: T am very pleased the
Government realise that it is necessary to
preserve the State’s assets. What is being
done in the Railway Department is also
being done in other departments. T rose to
correct the impression which the Leader of
the Opposition sought to eonvey, namely,
that everything connected with the railway
system was right up to the knocker. The
Commissioner says it will take five years
at least to bring it up to standard.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [7461: I
agree with the previous speaker that the
railways have been starved, but not enly for
ihe last two or three vears. They have been
starved for quife a number of years. The
railways always will be starved until we can
induce the people to use them and so pro-
vide a fund to meet the heavy interest hill.
Until there is a reduction in railway freights,
we cannof hope for any impravement of the
position. When the present (Government
were in office previously, I asked the Min-
ister on two or three aceasions to what he
attrihuted the derailments that were oceur-
ring week after week. I asked f they were
due to the lack of upkeep of the permanent
way. The Minister replied thet the cause
was sheer accident. The member for North-
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East Fremantle has gone to much trouble
to point out the defects of the previous Gov-
ernment and their lack of provision for the
upkeep of the railways. If the previous
Government erred in that direetion, then I
say they did so beeause they had to cut their
garment according to their cloth. The moncy
was not available; and the Commissioner of
Railways was quite right in informing the,
Minister for Railways that he required at.
least half a million of money to put the rail--
ways in order again. There is a woeful lack
of paint on our railway stations and rail-
way fences throughout the system. A peru-
sal of the Estimates submitted by the Min-
ister for Railways will eonvinee members
that the member for North-East Fremantle
is wrong in what he said. Take the traffie
branch. The vote for 1932-33 was £1,5355,000.
The expenditare was £1,145,712, while the
Estimate for this year is £1,141190. That
shows how wrong the member for North-
East Fremantle is. Coming to the mechani-
cal branch, we find that the vote for 1932-33
was £321,000, the cxpenditure £316,466,
while the estimate for this year is £340,650,
or £5,000 less than the expenditure last year.
In the civil engineering hranch, the vote
for 1932-33 was £441,000, the expenditure
heing £486,000. ‘The estimate for 1933-34
is £402,000, o difference of £84,000. Memn-
bers will see that the present Government
ave starving the railways to the extent of
almost £100,000.

Mr, Tonkin: I was dealing with the Com-
missioner’s report.

My. J. H. SMITH: T am quoting the Rail-
way Estimates. Coming to the stores braneh,
we find that the wvote for 1932-33 was
£17,000 and the expenditure for that year
£14,000. The estimate for this year is
£16,000. )

Mpr. Latham: Less than the previons Gov-
ernment put on the Estimates last year.

Mr. J, H. SMITH: Tuorning now to
the general charges, we find that the
vote for 1933 was £2,050,000, the ex-
penditure being £2,080.000. The esti-
mate for this year is £2,016,000, a
rednetion of over £70,000. And so it is
right through the piece. Take the item
Electricity Supply. The vote for 1932-33
was £2,468,000, the expenditure being
£2,500,000. The estimaie this year is
£2421000.  Our friend from North-East
Fremantle is entirely wrong when he says
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that the previous Government starved the
railways, although I agree that they
have heen starved. MHe is also wrong when
he says that the present Government are
- spending more moncy on the railways than
the previous Government did. T heliove the
rallways are essential to the interests of
Western Australia and that we should all do
. all we can to assist to make them profitable.
Today the railways have to meet keen com-
:petition from motor transport throughout
- the length and Dbreadth of Western Aus-
tralia.  The people of the State have their
money locked up in the railways and they
must be loyal to the system, To secure the
loyalty of the people, however, there must
bhe a better service, I believe good resulis
would ensue if the Commissioner of Rail-
ways were to employ an agent to explain to
the people the advantage that would he de-
rived by patronising the raitways. Now,
today, if & person sends a case of spirits
or a case of groceries by rail he is charged
3s. 6d. or 4s, 6d., whereas if the same par-
cel were transported by motor lorry it would
be delivered to the consignee at his door for
about half the cost. What is required is to
see whether it is not possible to make rail-
way rates compare favourably with motor
transport rates. The fact that the railways
are not paying is our own fault. We com-
mitted suicide, as far ag our railways arve
concerned, when we launched unpon tbat
great scheme of spending hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds in constructing voads
parallel with our railway lines.  Af the
time I pave evidence hefore the Minister for
Works, who was chairman of a committee
“that inquired into the matter. I then said
“that T considered it was a suicidal poliey to
construet  roads alongside our existing
railways. My evidence has since proved true.
The same remark applies to passengers. The
railways today are not patronised by pas-
sengers as they should be. For instance, in
the south-western part of the State the
population is increasing daily, but the people
there will not patronise the train, because
it takes so long for them to get to Perth.
I am not complaining about the fares
charged by the department, although the fares
charged by the motor undertakings are much
cheaper. The vailways should he hrightened
-up and made more attractive to the people.
. Take the trip from Bridgetown to Donny-
-brook. A person gets inte the train at 9
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am. and arrives at Balingup, 17 miles
[urther on, at 11 o’cloek. 1t takes two hours
between Bridgetown and Balingup, a dis-
tance of 17 miles; and four hours hetween
Bridgetown and Donnyhrook, a distanee of
26 niles by road, and a few more wiles by
vail.  Stoppages at sidings is the rcason,
I believe the time table is made up to suit
the busy part of the vear, when Fruit is
heing cavried in January and February. The
time table is not alteved to suit other parts
ol the vear.

Alr.
engine?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have nothing to say
ahout that. It is not the fault of the men.
They run the train aceording to the time
tuble, We should be able to travel the 220
miles to Pemberton in ten hours. That is
not asking too much. It is done between
Picton and Perth quite easily.

Mr, Latham: It is a very heavy grade?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am coming to that.
The Minister should consider the question
of the appointment of some person to act
as an advertising agent for the railway de-
partment, a man who eould interview busi-

Latham: Are they cooling off the

ness people wilh n view to seenring
their trade.  To-day we are losing the
trade.  We did have a frain at one

{ime that left Pemberton at 6.30 or 7 am.
and arvived in Perth at 6 p.m. That train
used to run three times a week to Perth and
three times a week from Perith. It gave
entire satisfaetion, bul the railways have
now reverted to the old system and run ouly
one train a week to and from Pemberton.
That train leaves Pemberton on the Satur-
day morning and arrives in Perth at six
o'elock at night. Obviously it is not run to
suit the eonvenienee of shoppers. Possibly
it is run to meet the convenience of com-
mercial travellers, hut they do not use the
railways. It would not be so had if the
grain ran on the Tuesday, because then
people would have time to do shopping in
Perih. When moving the second reading of
the Transpourt Bill, the Minister spoke ahout
the carriange of wheat and fertilisers and
mentioned that these could net he carried
by road transport. I think there would be
some advantage gained if the timher freights,
which are at present very high, were re-
duced. Practically 90 per cent. of our tim-
ber is exported from Bunbury. It is neces-
sary that it should be carried by the rail-
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ways, hecause thousands of loads of timber
are slung direct from the trucks into the
ships’ holds. It is for that reason alone that
timber is not being carted to-day hy motor

vehicles. Freights on timber should be ve-
duced. The industry was one of the hest

customers the railways had when it was in
the heyday of its existence. I remember the
Minister saying that the timber freights
¥ielded £100,000 more to the railways than
wheat freights. 1t costs no more fo produce
a load of tHmber in Donuvhrook or near Bun-
bury than it does to produre it af Pember-
lon. It is only hecanse the freights are so
enormous that the indnstry is being killed.
The Minister for Railways: Not at all.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: As we get further
awny from the port the freights are greater,
su that it becomes impossible for those in
the industry to compete for a livehihood.
There are undeveloped parts of the coun-
try which continue to remain undeveloped
beeuuse of the railway freights. The price
of sleepers and other overseas timber is
based on the lower freights, Tt should be
possible for the depariment to charge a flat
rate for timber.

The Minister for Railways: Do not you
know that we reduced freights on timber?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We are thankful for
the reduction of 18 per vent., hut that does
nut overcome the difliculty.

The Minister for Rallwavs: You want a
108 per eent. reduction.

Mr. J. H. SMITII: No. The Minister has
eot me on the up-take. We do not want a
100 per cent. reduction, but we should have
n flat freight worked on the zone system,

The Minister for Railways: Oh no.

Me. J. H. SMITH: My argument is guite
sound. The primary industries of the coun-
try will never he developed until some such
scheme is adopted. Suppose the rate per
foad of timber from Donnybrook to Bun-
bury is 125, and from Manjimup to Bun-
bury it is 23s. or 26s. Would it not be pos-
sthle for the railways to eharge a rate of 18s.
for the timber from Donnybrook to Bun-
bury and veduce it proportionately as the
haulage distance increases?

Mr. Lambert: That would apply to wheat
and evervthing else.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It could be done.

Mr. Moleney: That would not bhe a flat
rate.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It would he a differ-
ential rate. The further the timber bas to
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come the less should the freight per mile
he. Such a system would tend to revive
the industry. Parliament must do some-
thing ahout the interest bill on the ratlway
service. This should be charged up to the
wlele community, and not merely to the
nsers of the svstem. Whilst the railways
have to pay over a million a year in inter-
est, they will never make headway. Users
of the raillwavs eannot afford to pay these
high freights, and while they exist there will
always he sertous competition with the svs-
fem.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [85]: T was
very pleased to learn of the efforts that
are  heing made by the (overnment to
obtain funds with which to instal the ne-
cessary electricity equipment and exten-
sions at the Government power house. That
is a matter of great importanee to the
outer suburban areas, whose welfare de-
pends upon the nceessary extensions of
the system being made. 1f the money ean
be found T hope the needs of the produe-
ers in the outer suburban distriets will re-
ceive consideration.

Mr. Lambert: Ave wyon in favour of
selling the power station?

Mr. SAMPSON: [ would support the
sale of the whole erquipment unless Lhe
Government were ahle to do as they desire
with the station. T am sore the hon. mem-~
ber is not satisfied with the mark-time
poliecy which the finaneial depression
caused the Government Bleetricity Supply
Department to adopt for wnany years. If
the Glovernmeunt cannot obtain the requisite
funds, no doubt fhere are members of the
investing public who would gladly go into
the proposition whirh is  showing an ever
in¢rensing advantage. The increase in pro-
fits this vear over last year was £7,569,
making a total profit for the year for £25,-
40, compared with £17,871 for the previous
year. That is a very gratifying result.
At Mundaring recently the Greenmonnt
Road Boavd endeavoured to make provision
for the purchase of eurrent in bulk. I un-
derstand it was imposstble to aceede to
the request because of the lack of generat-
ing eruipment at the station. T should like
lo pay a tribute to the general manager
(Mpr. Taylor), the earnings of whose de-
parement show him up in a good light,
The department must have experienced
diffienlties, as other trading eoneerns bave
done. There is a keen desire on the part
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of the public to purchase current. A few
years ago the people in the Hills distriet
wanted a train run on Sundays, but were
treated with something like contempt. In
company with Mr, Archibald Sanderson
and others, T waited on the Commissioner,
We did our utmost to induce him to run a
Svnday train. This was a time when
there were many passengers available, bui
our request was not acceded to. Later on,
when there was no need for a Prain, the
Department began to run one on San-
days and continued to do so for many
months. No complaint was made when the
train was stopped. The department would
save money if it limited the number of
earriages that were hauled at one time. It
must be very costly for an engine io haul
empty carringes up and down the country-
gide. I do not agree that the department
is not looking for business, but I am sure
cconomies could be effected if the time-
fable were vreviewed, and fewer ecar-
riages were pulled abont. 1 hope the
Preasurer will obtain the iunds required
from the Loan Council, and that the ex-
tensions at the power station will bhe
made. The Minister said that no passen-
ger travelling on our traing bad lost his
life. That is very gratifying. 1 wish the
same could be said of the non-travelling
public. In different parts of the State
there arc very dangerous crossings, par-
ticularly that at Maddington, where several
pecple have been killed. At this place,
many people come unexpectedly close to
trains. They are, generally speaking,
careful, sober drivers, but have been the
vietims of accidents, some of which have
been fatal.

The Premier: No eareful driver is ever
killed at a railway crossing.

The Minister for Railways: And pot at
a crossing where the driver has an unin.
terrnpled view of the surroundings.

The Premier: Careless men are always
liable to be Mtilled at crossings.

My, SAMPSON: The Minister for Lands
and T were once nearly killed at a crossing.

The Premier: That is nof to say that you
were not careless.

Mr. BAMPSON: If the Minister were
here he would silence any comment alung
those lines. Some engines carry kerosene
lamps, and one almost regmires to strike a
match to aseertain whether they are
alight or not. That type of lamp should
be done away with. I am grateful that
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the Minister listened to a request of mine
that electric head lights should be installed
on (he engines. T offer my hest thanks to
the Minister and the ex-Minister for Rail-
ways for what was done in that respect.
‘There are still many engines using thesc
other antediluvian lights, which do not give
sufficient warning of the approach of a
train, especially in these days of quickly
waving traffic. I lope something will be
done to lessen the danger associated with
the Maddington erossing. The number of
aceidents that have oceurred there justifies
one in confinually referring to the subject.
The people who were killed came from
parts other than the Bwan electorate, and
in at least some cases some did not
know of the existence of a erossing.
They came upon a train unexpectedly, with
the result indicated in the table appeaving
on page 47 of the Commissioner’s report.
The Minister might eonsider reducing the
charges on half cases of fruit econsigned
throughout the State, I acknowledge with
gratitude the generous consideration which
has heen given to the railage of single eases,
and also for what was done in respect to
the eash on delivery department. I am glad
to know that the system is growing in
favour, but if greater publicity were given
to the advantages of the C.0.D. arrange-
ment on the railways, it would be availed
of to a still greater extent. I am convineed
that the post office receives muech business
the railways could get if the facilities pro-
vided by the latter were more widely known.
They could be advertised by means of
posters, paragrapks in the Press from time
to time, and in other directions, and if that
course were adopted, T am sure the publie
wounld utilise the C.0.D. system to a muci
greater extent than is apparent to-day.

ME. SEWARD (Pingelly) [8.16]: I con-
gratulate the Government on their decision
to call for applications from people desirous
of filling the position of Commigsioner of
Railways on the retiretient of the present
ocenpant of that post. In saying that, I do
not desire to refleet on the present Commis-
sioner, who, I take it, has reached the re.
tiring age and is merely to be relieved ‘of his
duties in the ordinary course of events. T
hope the Government will consider the
advisahility of appointing someone outside
the present railway service. I do not desire
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to insinuate that we have not very able men
in the railway service ai present, because 1
know we have such officers, Or the other
hand, after watching the operations of the
Railway Department for the last 10 or 12
years, I am convinced that the officials have
got into a sort of rut, and it requires some-
one with new ideas to drag them out of it.

Mr. Hegney: 1Jo vou mean a railway man
or someone without previous railway ex-
perience?

Mr. SEWARD: I do not refer to a man
without previous railway experience.

Mr. P, C. I. Smith: You want another
Webb.

Mr. SEWARD: I would like to see a man
appointed who has a knowledge of railway
systems other than that of Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Tonkin: Then you want a man fo be
appointed from outside the Statel

Mr. SEWARD: That is s¢ Qne of the
reasons that prompt we to offer that sug-
gestion is to be found in the number of ser-
ious aecidents we have had at level crossings.
[t shonld be easy to prevent such occur-
rences. The present Commissioner aud his
predecessor in office were sent overseas to
make investigations and to bring back new
ideas to improve our railway operations.
When 1 was in Durban, I noticed the method
adopted ar level crossings there. A large
boom was provided with wire netiing hang-
ing trom it, [t was well balanced and
worked in a simple manner after the style
of our semaphore signals. When the train
had passed a certain point, it automatically
lowered the boom, and after passing the
level crossing it reached another peint at
whiech it automatically raiscd the boom again
and allowed road {iralfic to pass across the
rails,

Mr. Lathan:: In America they bave run
into sueh hooms and dashed over the top
of them.

Mr. SEWARD: The people do not do
that sort of thing in South Afriea. The
first man who ran inte the bhoom in such
eircumstances ought to be sent to gael and
the second man would he more careful. That
system would be easily adaptable to our con-
ditions and I commend the suggestion to the
Minister. During his remarks on the Trans-
port Bill last night, the Minister spoke of
the loss of traffie that had been experienced
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by the railways. There has been a serious
loss of trallic for some years past, and I say
definitely the fact is entirely due to the offi-
cials of the Railway Department. The rail-
way aunthorities have not kept abreast of the
times and have been slow in their attempts
to secure and retnin traltic. Before I con-
clude my remarks, I hope to furnish some
examples in support of my statement. The
Minister pointed out that in Western Aus-
tralia, 2,200 miles of railway had been con-
structed in the interests of agriculture. He
also said that the railways expceted to secure
trade from the towns through which the lines
passed, in return for the concessions pro-
vided. I have been in communication with
the Commissioner of Railways for some
wecks in regard to certain matters already
referred to by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. A request was made for an improve-
ment at Kondinin in connection with the
railing of fat stock to the Midland Junection
markets on Tuesday mornings. We have had
consideration during the wheat season, hut
I will go a little more fully into the tine
table than the Leader of the Opposition did.
At present the irain from Narrogin to Mer-
redin leaves Narrogin on Friday mornings at
1230 aan. On Thursday mornings it goes at.
330 am. and on Saturday and Tuesdayw
mornings at 9.30 a.m. The request was wade
to the Cotnmissioner that the Thursday
morning (rain  should run as on Tues-
day at 1230 am. and it would then
reach Kondinin at 7.30 am., eonnceting
with the Merredin prain at 1 p.m.  Stork
could then be londed and he at the
Midiand Junetion saleyards in  time for
the sale o Wednesday morning. At pre-
sent o larmer, i orvder to zend stoek fron:
Kondinin to the Midland saleyards, has to
take lis stock off the pasture on Sunday,
loarl them late on Sunday uight or early
the following mwrning, and from then until
the following Wednesday they are practi-
cally without food. Members ean imagine
the waslage of sluck, particularly of fat
lambs, when they have to travel for three
days without eating. Tn such cirenmstances,
the farmers are forced to take advantage of
more efficient services and therefore thev
patronise motor transport.

The Minister for Health: Will they send
fat stock down by motor?

Mr. SEWARD: Yes, large quantitics.

Mr. Latham: Many head of stoek are
brought down that wav.
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Mr. SEWARD: I know stock owners
within 100 miles of the city who had spe-
cial fittings built for motor trucks in order
1o convey fat stock to market, because it was
found they could do the journey in two days.
-In one of his letters the Commissioner of
Railways said—

The reason why the train referred to by
- you is tabled to lcave Narrogin at 3.30 a.m. on
[Thursdays is to provide nquick transit for
Tighly perishable (raffic sueh ag fish, fruit
and vegetables from the distant southern arcas
and to make a eonnection at Merredin with
the ““through-perishable’’ goods train to Kal-
-goorlie, which is essentinl to eatch the Friday
market at Kalgoorlie.

Thercfore, the statement of the Minister that
the railways were constructed in the inter-
¢sts of the agrientural dislricts was entirvely
lost sight of by the Commissioner of Hail-
- way# because, apparently, the supply of fish
and vegetables to Kalgoorlie is regarded hy
him of greater importance than the requirve-
ments of the people in ihe areas through
which the railway passes.

‘The Minister for Railways: That is not so.

Mr. SEWARD: I can judge only hy what
the Commissioner himself has written.

The Minister for Railways: We did not
build that line to run fish to Walgooriie, but,
the line having heen eonstrueted, the Com-
wigsioner would be £oolish if he did nof make
uze of it fov various purposes.

My, SEWARID: The Leader of the Oppo-

- sition velerred to the position regarding pas-
sengers. Trains leave Wondinin three days a
week but on each day the fime of departure

- is different. The result is that the people

-in that district have not only to secure
time tables but have to provide themselves
with calendars as well 5o as to know at
what time and on what day the irain will
leave that centre. The result is that the
passengers ecome down by means of the

. most convenient service, and that is why
the railways are losing much of that traffic.
That is why the motor trucks can eompete
with the railways, becavse they are so
much more convenient. The people of
Kulin mterviewed me regarding the some
question and pointed out their diffienlties.
The post office at that cenbtre eloses on
Wednesday afternoon and the next train
goes through at 7.30 the following morn-
ing. The result is that people have to
post their letters before 5 o’cloek on Wed-
nesday afternoons so that they mav be
sransmitted by the 7.30 am. train on the
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following day. If the letters are not
posted in time to eatch the mail, the eor-
respondence will not rench Perth until the
following Saturday at 11 am. If the cor-
respondence is ip relation to business mat-
ters, the letters will not be delivered until
Monday morning, and, at the earliest,
goods required could not be forwarded un-
til the following day and could not reach
Kulin unttl the Thursday or Friday; over
a week after the orders were posted from
that centre. On the other hand, by the
use of motor trucks, the geods can be sup-
plied within three days.

The Premier: Is that not a matter for
the Post Office? Tt should not he necessary
for the State fo run trains merely to carry
letters,

Mr. SEWARD: No, but it is impossible
to get o letter on the train that leaves
Kulin on Thursday mornings. There are
no faeilities, and if the officials should ae-
cept a letter, it is by way of a favour.

The Minister for Railways: That has
nothing to do with the railways.

The Premier: It is o matter for the pos-
tal offieials,

Mr. Latham: T think there is a loose-box
an the train.

Mr. SEWARD: T have been assared that
that is not so.

Mr. Hegney: You had better bring this
matter before the Federal member for the
disbriet.

Mr. SEWARD: This delayed serviee re-
presents onc veason why the Government
railways are losing the patronage of the
people. As fo the passenger trafe men.
tioned by the Leader of the #pposition,
it is a fact that women and children who
travel by some of the country lines lLave
to put up with great inconvenience. Tor
instance, they reach Narrogin at midnight
and have to stay on the station until 3.30
a.un. before they can continus their jounr-
ney. In the Eastern States, if one is
travelling on the main trunk lines, -wvben
one reaches junctions from time to time,
there is always the branch train waiting
there ready to start straight away so that
people can continue their journey without
delay.

The Minister for Health; That is not so
in some parts of the Eastern States.

Mr, SEWARD: 1 have travelled over
most of the lines there end T kanow that
there are no long delays. When peopls in
this State endeavour to persuade the Com-
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missioner of Ruilways to make alterationa
io avoid these delays, he informs them, in
ctiect, that it is of more importance to run
the trains to convey fish to Kalgoorlie
thap it is to serve the people in whose
interests the railways were supposed to
have been econstructed.

The Minister for Railways: That s a
peculiar construetion to place upon plain
English.

My, SEWARD: There is no question
ahout it. I am merely placing on the
wording of the Commissioner’s letier the
construction that must attach to his state-
ments. I want to deal with the position re-
garding wool, which was another important
class of traffic that the Commissioner com-
plains he cannot get. For my part, I say
that if the Commissioner were to go out to
secure that traffie, be could get it. On the
other hand, the farmer has to consider his
businegss, just as the Commissioner has
to consider his. Only a few years ago a
furmer in one district sent all his wool hy
‘rait aud refused to send it by motor truck.
He ghore his sheep in September, and sent
the whole of his wool by rail. A week after
his wool had been railed, the Commis-
sioner, in order to ¢ndeavour to capture
the business, reduced the freights on wool.
The man who bad always patronmised the
railways was unable to participate in the
reduction, while othess were able to bene-
fit from it. That was wrong. Any such
reduction should be spread over the season.
The Commissioner was simply reducing the
rates for the man who was not patronising
the railways. It has been put up to the
Commissioner that if he were to let contracts
tor the carting of the wool to the ruilway
stations, he would get pretty nearly the
whole of that trallic. Shearing is carried on
towards the end of the winter or in the early
spring when the farmer is busy with his
cuitivator, and the result is that when he
hug finished shearing he has to stop his
teams, load his wool, and make several trips
to the railway, whereas if a contract were
let, the trucks eould convey the wool to the
station. T have never heard of the slightest
delay in wool reaching stores when conveyed
by rail. I wish to state that prompt delivery
of wool to the stores has always been made
Ly the Department. Wool loaded at Pin-
gelly to-day is delivered ai the wool stores
at Fremantle on the following morning. On
the other hand, the trucks call at the farm

1935

and pick up the wool at the wool shed, thus
saving the farmer delay in his eultivating
operations that a stoppage of his teams in-
velves, That is why in many instances the
farmers prefer to patronise the trucks
I am certain that if tenders were ealled for
the conveyance of the wool o the stations
the railways would pick up most of the traf
fic. 1 should like to say a few words aboul
the passenger traffic. Some years ago I ha¢
occasion to discuss with the Commissione:
the Perth-Albany service. A dining car was
attached to the train and it would be thoughi
that the sole reason was to expedite the
trip by obviating stoppages for refresh
ment.  That, however, was not done
Exactly the same stoppages took place and
there was no saving, Moreover the meal
that were supplied on the dining car wen
su shoeking that the passengers refused te
go to the ear a second time. The car wa:
taken off because of the lack of patronage
If 1 remember rightly the charge was 3s
or 4s. for dinner and 2s. 6d. for breakfast
I patronised the train once a month, bul .
confess I was unable to drink either the te:
or the coflee that was supplied.

Mr. Hegnev: They eharge 4s. 6d. on th
Melbourne-Adelaide express.

Mr. SEWARD: 1 am not talking abow
the Melhourne or Adelaide express; I an
speaking abont the dining car on the Albany
train. The passengers declared that they
conld nof stund the food provided, and |
took the complaint to the Commissioner
That we ean supply satisfactory meals or
our trains was proved to my satisfactior
years ngo when coming West on the Trans
train. Travelling with friends from the
Eastern States, they commented on the
marked improvement in the meals wher
we Jjoined the DPerth bound train al
Kalgoorlie. I know that it is possible
to  serve good meals lere. It was
thonght that when the dining ecar was
attached to the Albany train there would
he a saving of one or perhaps two hours in
the run, and fhat that would be an induce.
wment for passengers to patrvonise the train
Unfortunately that did not prove to be so.
That it is possible to expedite the journey
is proved by the fact that some years agc
when travelling to Perth on a very heavily
loaded train, we left Brookton an hour be
hind time, and reached Perth on time. Of
course, it is not suggested that these trains
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should run at their limit of speed, but surely
a reserve of an hour in the run from Brook-
ton, just over 100 miles, is too great
an allowance. The Commissioner, when
asked why the trip could not be ae-
celerated, gave as his excuse that it
would not be possible to get a platform
in Perth hefore 11 o’clock. I trust that the
Minister will take notice of these few re-
marks in the hope that the service generally
will be brought more up to date and more
into line with what the people require. Theve
is one other matter on which I desire to say
a few words and that is regarding the con-
veyance of bulk wheat, and the additional
charges imposed. One of the reasons given
by the Commissioner was thaf handling
wheat in bulk entails more shunting. That
is in direet opposition to the reports sub-
mitted by the Vietorian board. That hoarl
reported that actually there would be less
shunting, and I think that is pretty obvious.
Bulk wheat is practically at the one place
at cach siding whereas bagged wheat is at
three or four localities, and the result is
that the train has to pick it up at each stack.
Similarly, at Fremantle instead of delivering
the bags of wheat at several places on the
wharf, the whole load of bulk wheat is de-
livered at one place.

Mr. Sleeman: You evidenfly do not know
the position down there. Do you know that
they will have to unload at North Fre-
mantle and shunt it again?

Mr. SEWARD: 1 was talking sbout
country sidings.

Mr. Sleeman: No, you said that at Fre-
mantle it would be delivered at one place.
As a matter of faet, it will mean a lot
more handling at Fremantle.

Mr. SEWARD: The comuittee which in-
vestigated the matter in Vietoria showed
that there would be less shunting. A few
days ago a question was asked the Minis-
ter with regard to the handling charges
that were heing imposed, and his veply was
that the increase was due to the neecessity
for having to couvert 200 trucks. But
those trucks were actually converted by
the Wheat Pool and therefore I do not
see by what right the Commissioner adds
to the freight, He has increased the freight
to pay for something that has not cost
bim anything at all. Another matter that
will bear investigation is the question of
the haulage of wheat at Fremantle. At
the present fime the haulage from the
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main line is 10d. per ton, so that on a 11-
ton truck of wheat the eost is 11s. 8d.
Added to that there is a charge of 94. a
ton to take the wheat from the main line
to its destination, which brings the cnst
to 12s. 5d. For purposes of ¢omparison
I might quote the charge on a 17-ton truck
of oil. That is hauled for 4s. Thus it costs
8s. 5d. more to banl a 14-ton truck of
wheat. The difference is much too great
and it is a burden that should be removed
from the wheatgrower, That completes
what I have to say with regard to the rail-
ways. I hope that the requests I have
made in conneetion with the running of
conniry trains will receive attention, and
that the suggestions I have made regarding
the wool traffie will not altogether be ig-
nored. If some of the proposals T have
advanced could he earried into effect T am
convinced that both passenger and goods
traffic would return to the railways instead
of remaining diverted to other channels.

MR, LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardic)
[8.42]: For the moment I am not very
much coneerned as to whether the hon.
member ever got a decent breakfast on the
Albany express; T am not concerned whether
he got a steak and kidney pie for lunch,
neither do I know whether eonsideration
of minor subjects such as these will get
us very (ar in the consideration of the
estimntes of' the WRailway Department.
What T amm  eoncerned ahout, is that
the Slate possesses an asset which has
cost over 20 million pounds, and considera-
tion should be given to the matter of con-
trol of the railways. I am not satisfled
that with this great sum of money, which
involves approximately a fourth of the
State’s total expenditure, one man should
be asked to remain in control. The Gov-
ernment should give serious consideration
to the appointment of either advisers or
additional eommissioners. Tt has been said
that in other partzs of the world eontrol
by three commissioners has mot been sue-
cessful. At the same time I think it ecould
be beneficially applied in this State, We
are now ealling for applications from can-
didates willing to fll the position of Com-
missioner of Railways, which wifl become
vacant in the near future. But I hope that
before a decision is arrived at consideration
will be given to the aspect of railway con-
trol to whieh I have referred. One man
centred necessarily in his office in Perth
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cannot have that intimate control of the
working of our railway system that he
should have, and al the same time get the
results expected. This is a subject I have
referred to on previous oceasions and I
do not know that a repetition of the views
I have already expressed will get us very
far. A good deal of the irefliciency that
has been referred to, and a good deal of
the lack of contrel that is known to exist
but is not always voiced, is due to central
control by a commissioner, This brings
me to the contrel by the Commissioner ol
Railways of our electricity supply and
tramways. The Commissioner of Railways
knows nothing whatever—other than the
purely mechanical side—of the running of
our power station, and if there ija
one striking need in Western Aus-
tralia, having regard to the future de-
velopment of power, it ig the need
for co-ordination in that department.
In many parts of the world—Great Britain,
Canada, and the United States for instance
~—millions of money are being spent on the
co-ordinafion of electrical generation, No
Commissioner of Railways, charged as he is
with the control of the lines, ean bave any
intimate knowledge of the subject of power
control. The member for Swan spoke about
the necessity for finding additional funds
for the development of the East Perth power
house. Surely he knows that one of his main
centres, Mundaring, is ealling for applica-
tions from firms prepared to put in a sep-
arate power plant there That is beiny
done by his own road board, his own un-
uurtured child. \Why does he not suggest to
the Mundaring people that they should have
g line of current from the East Perih power
station? That aspeet is not foreign to the
hon. member.

Mr. Sampson: Mundaring guaranteed the
Government against loss, and still conld pot
get the current.

Mr. LAMBERT: Even Bunbury, within
a few miles of onr greatest known coalfield,
has put in a separate power plant. All over
Western Australia people called upon to
administer ordinary local affairs are permit-
ted to adopt an alternating current or a
direct eurrent, 220 volts or 440 volts. When
we are all dead and gone this State will be
called upon to pay the piper for disorga-
nised power plants scattered throughout
Western Australia.
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The Premier:
State!

Mr. LAMBERT : The guestion is whether
the Commissioner of Railways shall control
electricity supply and tramways. In passing
[ wish to pay a tribute to the Government
for their effortz to increase the capacity of
the electricity plant. At East Perth there
is a fine 40-cycle plant, and it is only re-
grettable that the plant is not on accepied
standard lines, interchangeable with Eastern
States plants. I hope the Premier will
realise the broader aspeets of power develop-
ment in Western Australia, and amend the
Municipalities Act so that later the whole of
our electrical power production may be co-
ordinated. Of the tramways I do not wish
to say anyihing partieularly harsh. I do not
use them very much, because I generalty find
it more convenient and more expeditions to
valk. 1 do not know that in the elosing
stages of my life I can afford to indulge in
the luxury of tramway travelling, The
manager of the system, I understand, is a
particularly efficient man from an eleetrical
point of view. The tramways are quite suffi-
cient for one man to look after, and they
should not be subservient to the control of
the Commissioner of Railways.

The Minister for Railways: They are not,
technically.

Mr. LAMBERT: I suppose not. With all
due respect to the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, if the manager of the tramways went
to him to discuss kilowatts and all sorts of
other technical matters, probably the Com-
missioner would ask whether he was speak-
ing French or some other foreign language.
Necessarily, such matters are not known to
the Commissioner.  However, the present
system has continued for a number of years,
and no Government have thought fit fo rem-
edy the position. All this capitalisation of
our electricity supply, our tramways, and
our Railway Department is due to the fact
of our trying to centralise control in one
single man, such a control being absolutely
impracticable. Is there in private enter-
prise a company controlling £20,000,000 of
assets and having one single man even as
nominal head? The present position is un-
fair to the Commissioner of Railways. Hav-
ing regard o fhe recent evolution of road
and passenger transpori, the Commissioner,
if he is doing his job in the carriage of
goods over the 2,000 iiles of our system,

Sprawling all over the
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does very well indeed. Some time ago I
communicated with the Minister for Ruil-
ways concerning the sale of the whole of the
department’s serap steel to a small private
company in this State. The ecompany have
hecn given a heneficinl rate in respect of
electricity—1 think n rate of .75d., actually
only what the coal gencrating the power
costs the State. Comparatively, the com-
pany may he described as a paltry concern.
Yet the Railway Department sell them the
high-grade serap steel. Tvery time the steel
is melted, it has a greater value,  While
selling our scrap steel for a few shillings
per ton, we give the purchasers a
favonrable 1ate to allow them teo
operate an electrical furnace in a small
room 12{t. square. What are they
using the serap steel fur? With 1he pre-
sent developmeni of mining, as at Wiluna,
the eompany avail themsclves of the oppor-
tunity to purchase scrap steel at o throw-
away priee and eonvert it hy means of eur-
rent obtained at a highly advantageous rate.
and so thousands of pounds are lost fo the
Railway Department. The plant at Mid-
land Junetion I understand is oue of the fin-
est plants in the Commonwealth, containing
high-powered machines eapable of doing all
the work connected with railways from the
building of a locomotive downwards. The
expenditure of a few thousand pounds wounld
instal at Midland JTunetion an electrienl Eur-
nace capahle of reeasting steel serap.  The
railways would not dispose similarly of any
other metal in the workshops, but they do it
in the case of steel.  Another aspeet of these
Estimates ealling for comment is that the
Railway Department run a timber mill. I
do not know why that mill was ever started.

The Premier: That mill is only for rail-
way requirements,

Mr. LAMBERT: Quite so, hut we have
another department infinitely more capahle
than the Railway Department of ranning a
sawmill.

The Premier: The railwayz rnn only one
sawmill.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is a matter for the
Forests Departinent. The running of a saw-
mill is quite foreign to railway control.

The Minister for Railways: A moment
ago von said that the Railway Depart-
ment ought to run an electrical furnace
for the conversion of serap steel.
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Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, becausp they are
selling the whole of their disearded steel
at a theow-away price.  If the Minister
wants te know what the serap steel is sold
tor, and what profit the company wmade
vut of it during the past five years, I can
inform him.

The Ainister for Railways: 1 counld tell
von more than that,

AMr. LAMBERT: T daresay you could,
Lut I do not think the running of timber
mills is a job for the Railway Department.
Sinee we have an efficient Forests Deport-
ment they, with their special knowladge
of timbers, are in a better position to won-
trol such a mill.

My, Hegney: It is a fairly vp to date
mill at Dwellingup which the Railway De-
parfment run.

Mr. LAMBERT: That may be so, but the
Forests Department are in a better position
te eontrol such activities.

Mr. Hegney: The man in charge wauld
be an expert.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes but what do you
suggest the Commissioner of Railways
would know about running a mill? Yet
we all agree that the Conservator of
Forests would know all about it. This
is no trivial matter, for it represents some
£20,000, and it is questionable whetlier we
are getting the highest degree of efficiency
by having the mill as an adjunet of the
Railway Department,

The Minister for Railways: The 2osts
are mnch lower than they used to be.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope the Minister
has been uble to lussen the costs,

The Minister for Mines: The mere fact
of establishing the mill shows that the de-
partment know how to run 1t

Mr. LAMBERT: But if it were estab-
lished and run by the Forests Department
[ do naot know hut that the cost would
be even more cffectually lessened than it s
to-day. Would we say that the Commis-
sioner should run n <oup kitehen merely
hecause the member for Pingelly has com-
plained that the rump steak on the Albany
express is not too good?

The Premier: One of the best run re-
freshment services in Victoria and in New
South Wales is run by the railways,

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not wish to go into
the running of our dining cars and refresh-
ment rooms, because it is rather a painful
suhjeet for me, and I might get more
kicks than half-pence if 1 entered into
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sueh a diseussion at this juncture. IF 1he
Commissioner of Railways considers that
one individual e¢an run all the soup kit-
ehens and dining ears and refreshmeni
rooms on the railways, if he thinks that
ts an ellicient way to run them, that is
his pigeon, and I am not bothering about
it,

The Minister for Mines: There has heen
a vast improvement on the Albany line
since the rvailwavs took over the refreshment
TOUIE.

Mr., LAMBERT: [ do not know that my
philosophy s greatly concerned with the
value of the feeds T have.

The Minister for Mines: You complain
more than anybody else if you do not get
the best.

Mr. LAMBERT: Probably like the Min-
ister, I eal to live, not live to eat. With
the intraduetion of the Transport Co-or-
dination Bill, and the eo-ordination of our
services throughout the State, we can ex-
pect a good deal. I hope that as one re-
sult, muneh of the unfair competition
against the railways will be eliminated.
As the Minister for Railways has said. we
must use our railways as an instrument
of development. Tt is just as necessary
as the Treasurer’s deficit that we continue
the development work in this Siate. Not
only have the farmers fallen on bad times,
but there are other people as well. Tf
the State is to be developed, cven to the
point of developing our mineral resources,
it can only bhe done in one way, by us-
ing the railways to carry the minerals to
the ports at a price which will enably us
to eompete in the world’s market. [C that
cannof be done, we might just as well
close up the Mines Department. We have
enormous deposits of minerals that are
essential to the national life of the State.
If war were to break out to-morrow. and
we were called upon to hecome self-con-
tained, we should have to utilise some of
the mineral resources we possess. But un-
less it is part of the policy of the State
that we use the railways as an agency of
development, it is impossible to deveivp
our mineral resources. Assuredly the time
will come when our minerals will be as
essential to the life of the State, as an
army marching on a full stomach. T hope
that as a resuli of the introduction of the
Transport Ce-ordinatien Bill and its sub-
sequent operations, it will not only be
made possible for the railways to show a
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profit, but our mineral wealth will become
equally as valuable as the wealth of other
industries in Western Australia.

ME. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [9.101: T am
sure the multiplicity of snggestions made to
the Minister will give him something to
think about for days to come,

The Minister for Railways: T have had
something to think aboul for the last faow
days.

Mr. GRIFFITIIS: Tf there are in the
House two Ministers who have problems
which will keep them thinking a good while
to come, it is the Minister for Railways and
the Minister for Lands. The Leader of the
Opposition referred to the appointment of
a new Commissioner of Railways. I hope
the Government will not go outside the ser-
viee tor the new appointee. We have had
an illustration in South Anstralia, where an
imported Conmissioner, Mr. Webb, cost the
State a tremendous amount of money. He
set out to bring their railways up tn date,
and he did so with a vengeance.

Alv. Patrick: They have a nice railway
station at Adelaide,

Mr. GRTFFITHS : Yes, as a result of the
expenditure of a vast amount of money. Both
our present Commissioner and his immediate
predecessor have had to face a very diflicult
position in trying to make the railways pay.
The Leader of the Opposition spoke of cer-
tain by-laws and regulations which serve to
hamper them. Possibly it would be as well
if they could get a fresh set of regulations.
Certainly a railway commissioner having
to eontend with things as they have heen in
this State has a big task in front of him.
When the Government are looking for a
super man to put things right, T would sug-
gest that the men who have graduated in
the serviee and shown ability should be given
a ehance, rather than we shonld lock outside
of the State. One thing is eertain, that in
our search for a Commissioner we should
not go beyond Australia. The Premier a
little while ago remarked that there mnst be
some places where the traffie starts in fthe
middle of the night. At Merredin a pas-
senger arriving from Narrogin to catch the
Perth train has to wail two hours and ten
minutes. One from York bas to wait two
and thres quarter hours, and one from
down the loop has to wait two and a
half hours. I have had painful experience of
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the long waits that ave met with on the
Great Southern line.  The Commissioner
ecould well diveet his attention to the co-
ordination of these serviees, so that they can
connect up better either with Kalgoorlie or
Perth. Omne other point I would mention is
the bulk handling of wheat. Someone said
by way cf interjection that additional shunt-
ing would be necessary.  Probably, until
additional silos are crected and proper faci-
lities provided at the port, some additional
shunting may be necessary there but 1 have
seen trains loading on the Dowerin loop
from one sile and there has been no shunting
at all.  'There wuas no dodging from stack
to stack, as wus dune in the past, when three
or four agencies were operaling there. With
vegard to the extra 9d. per ton proposed to
be charged, we have been urging that there
ought to he a reduction in the cost of pro-
duction; every cffort should be made to re-
duce costs wherever possible.  This matfer
was ably dealt with by the member for Pin-
gelly (Mr. Seward), but 1 would like to add
that I think the Commissioner should eon-
sider this matter £rom a national staudpoint.
If we reduce costs by hulk handling, then
the Commissioner should not impose an
adilitional cost by inereasing the freight. In
concluston, I would once more stress that a
Commissioner should not be appointed from
outside the railway service, Preferably, he
should be a Western Australian, and in any
case he should not be appointed from out-
side the Commonwealth, Do nof let us
make the mistake of bringing a man in from
outside Australia who will come here with
big ideas, but without a knowledge of our
requirements.  This matter was brought
Forcibly under my notice by the member for
Northam when he told me what took place
in South Australia. We want to guard
against anything of that kind happening in
this State.

MR. HAWEKE (Northam) [9.18]: The
appointment to he made in the near future
of a new Commissioner to take charge of
the railway system of Western Australia is
of the utmost importance. It is to be hoped
that those charged with the responsibility of
selecting the new Comunissioner will have an
opportunity of choosing him from a num-
ber of capable men, If the right man be
chosen, then the railway system in Western
Australia may be placed upon such a basis
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as will enable great progress to he made in
the future. Qur railway system, in common
with those of the other States, is a very big
eoncern and its management is charged with
greater difficulties than most people imagine,
Some doubt cxists as to whether the manage-
ment of the railways should be vested in
oné man or in a number of men, each of
whom would exercise equal power and aeeept
equal responsibility. A suggestion was made
that a business man should be appointed te
the position. If the persons making that
suggestion were to give ns their definition of
a business man, we might passibly be able
to pronounce judgment upon the suggestion.
Not so many years ago the New South Wales
Government appointed as Commissioner of
Railways a suecessful business man who had
ad no practical experienee of railway
management., His appointment was hailed
as the turning point in the New South Wales
railway system, The people and the news-
papers who for so many ycars had advo-
cated business control of the railways led
the people of New South Wales to believe
that within a very short period the railway
problems of that State would be solved, that
prosperity would come to the railways, and,
through the railways, to the State. That
business man earried out his duties for a
few years and then the Government saw fit
to terminate hiz appointment. Therefore, if
there are business men withont practical ex-
perience of railway working and mapage-
ment applying for the position, I feel in-
clined to suggest that they should he over-
looked, and allowed to apply their business
ability to the ordinary avenues of trade and
commerce where they have been trained. In
my opinion, it is essential that a man with
wide railway experience should be appointed
to the position, and I think that within the
Commonwealth there must be more than one
man who has the necessary qualifications to
enable him svecessfully to manage our rail-
way system. I certainly oppose the importa-
tion of a person from outside the Common-
wealth te fill the position.

The Minister for Railways: You can he
sure that that will not be done,

Mr. HAWKE: 1 am not very mueh afraid
that it will, but it bas been done to the great
detriment of the States that have heen re-
sponsible for doing it. The member for
Avon (Mr. Griffiths) referred to the tragedy
that occurred in South Australia, the Gov-
ernment of which appointed a Yankee com-
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missioner and gave him complete conrrol of
the task ol rehabilitating the railway sys-
tem, He certninly did se, but almost plunged
the State inte hopeless hankruptey in the
process. The question of the ecapital in-
debtedness of our railway system is import-
ant and has a very strong hearing upon the
management of the sysiem. No one will deny
that in this State, as in others, many lines
of railway have been constructed that should
never have been laid down. Some of the
lines so constructed are an absolute reflee-
tion upon the sanity of those who were re-
spousihle for authorising their construction.
As a result, those charged with the man-
agement of the system to-day find themselves
loaded with responsibilities of & very grave
nature. To suggest that inguiry should he
made into the desirableness of reducing the
capital indebtedness of the system is not to
put forward anything new. I feel, never-
theless, that that is the fair and eommon-
sense thing to de. It is most unfair to ex-
pect those in charge of the system to earry
it on and at the same time balance accounts
when they are compelled to work those highly
unprofitable railways that have been con-
sbructed in certain districts. If by some
miracle we ¢onld relay the whole of the rail-
way system, much of the problem of rail-
way finance would disappear, because the
lines would be laid in different districts.
Tkat, however, is impossible, and it is no
use hemoaning the faet that in past years
pressure of one kind and anether was re-
sponsible for the construction of railways
in districts where they never had any hope
of paying at all. Many people do not renlise
the great difficulty that dees exist in manag-
ing the railway system. Bach year £1,000,000
out of the £3,000,000 revenue obtained has
to be set aside to meet the interest charves
upon the capital indebtedness of the sysiem;
£1 out of every £3 has to be earmarked in
order ihat interest payments may be et on
the due date. That is a tremendous sum fo
set aside {rom the revenue of the system in a
State like ours, where the population is so
small.  Sconer or later the Government will
be compeiled to readjust that position: the
soongr the problem is settled the hetter, It
may be contended that the writing down of
the capital indebtedness of the railways,
while it will reduce the interest hill of the
railways, will only transfer the lability
to the State Treasury, and through the
Treasury ta the shoulders of the taxpayers
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as a whole. That contention is correct and
there is every justification for action of that
kind to he taken. The construction of rail-
ways in Western Australia does not benefit
only those who pay freights and fares to the
department. Without railways this State
could never have been developed to the ex-
tent that it bas. The city of Perth, whose
residents pay little in the way of railway
fares, conld not have grown to the remark-
able extent that it has had it not been for the
railwayz, Every person in the community
has benefited eilber directly or indirectly by
owr railways, and so should be ealled upon
to bear some portion of the interest payable
on the eapital expended upon the system. [
see no injustice whatever in reducing the
capital indeltedness of the system and by so
doing trapsferring a portion of the interest
liability from the Railway Department to the
shoulders of the taxpayers. I am afraid it
will be necessary for me to descend—as the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie would say—
to the level of talking about tiddley-winking
things such as cups of ter, rump steak, ete.
I am greatly eoncerned ahout the railway
refreshment services. One of the great losses
from which the railways suffer is the loss of
passenger patronage. The motor car has to
a large extent been responsible for this, but
other factors also enter into the situation.
Very little considerntion is given to people
who have to travel over long distances on the
railways, in the matter of refreshments. No
one would be more pleased than T if
the Government decided to take charge
of all railwny refreshment serviees. In
other States these services are a credit (n
the railways and the Governments eoncerned.
They have done a great deal to popularise
the vailways in the eyes of the travelling
public. A few days age I was under the
painful necessity of travelling from Northamn
to Pemberton. In order to reach Pemberton
in time to address a meeting at 8 o’clock on
Monday evening I had to leave Northam by
train at four o’clock on the previous ¥riday
afternoon. It wns also necessary to catch
a train at Bridgetown on Monday morning
at six o’clock, and cateh ancther at Pember-
ton on Tuesday morning at 5.30 in order to
arrive in Perth at eight o’clock that evening.
In the journey from Perth fo Pemberton,
which takes many hours under most nuncom-
fortable travelling conditions, no provision
anywhere is made for passengers to obtain
a meal. One can obtain light refreshments
at several places,
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The Premier: Of a kind.

Mr. HAWKE: Compared with =a
trip 1. made many months ago, the
refreshiments and the conditions under
which they were served were wmuch
improved. That applies particalarly Lo
the Pinjarra rooms, which two vears ago
were a disgrace to the management. There
c¢an bhe no satisfactory settlement of the
position until the whole activity is placed
under the dirvect control of the depart-
ment and the Government. Something in
that way may be attempted when the new
commissioner is appointed, particularly if he
iz an up-to-date and wide-awake individual.
Some months age I approached the de-
partment through the Minister, and sug-
gested that a refreshment room eould well
be established at Northam. This is a
town of considerable size and importance,
through which many trains pass every day
in the week. The present refreshment ser-
vice is totally inadequate.

Mr. Cress: You get the best tea there
along the line,

Mr. HAWKE: Buf the service is palbry,
not because of the failure of those respon-
sible for the service, hut bhecause it is a
tiddley-winking show all through. It is an
out of date method of providing refreshment
for train travellers to have a lad roaming
up and down the platform with bottles of
fea.

The Minister for Railways: It is good
tea. i

Ar. HAWKE: I am not complaining
about that, but it lends an atmosphere of
paltriness to the whole thing.

The Minister for Railways: There is no
doubt about that.

Mr. BFAWKE: The establishment of up-
to-date dining rooms at Northam and other
big inland centres would do a great deal to-
wards affording the travelling public a pro-
per service. The cxpress travels through
Northam on its way to Perth or Kalgoorlie.
Every night a dining car is attached to it
This is of tremendous weight, and has to be
hauled over the Darling Ranges on its way
to Northam, hooked off at Cunderdin, re-
turned to Northam, picked up by the ex-
press the following morning, and hauled
back to Perth.

The Premier: Those cars bave now been
abandoned in the Eastern Stales,
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Mr. HAWKE: The sooner they are aba
doned here the better will it be for all coi
cerned. Travellers are cnlitled to a mu
hetter serviee than ean be given by the
dining cars. It would pay the deparimer
in view of the long huulage from Perth -
Northam, to establish an up-to-date dinir
voam at the Northam station, where a firs
¢lass ineal could he provided under comfor
able conditions. Some of the railway of
cials, who are in a hopeless rut, may argm
that the whole of the time-tables would t
thrown out of gear. Surely it is not beyon
the capacity of those in charge of them f
re-arrange them in order to make possib.
the adoption of this idet.

Mr. Piesse: Would not Spencer’s Broo
be as scrviceable?

Mr. HAWKXE: I would not raise an
objection to that plaece.

The Premior: There is an elaborute statio
at Chidlow’s Well

AMr, HAWKE: Spetcer's Brook may b
the best place for a dining room. I have ap
proached the deparfment through the Minis
ter on the guestion of the present central
ised poliey for the earrying out of 1e
pairs to engines, trucks and other rolling
stock. So far the reply received has hee:
unfavourable, but we hope to return to th
attack in the near future and trust that con
sideration will be given to inland towns i
this matter. Where up-to-date and scientifi
machinery is established for effecting e
pairs, most of the work should be done there
particularly the major work, but in the cas
of minor repairs, the work could be mor
ecconomically carried out in some of th
larger inland railway towns. Some expan
sion in this direction eould well be made a
Northam, where the loco. shed and railway
workshops are in wrgent need of attention
I understand that the matter is reeeiving
the consideration of the Minister and the
departmental officers, I hope the choice of a
new commissioner will be the wisest one pos-
gsible. Provided that reasonable protective
legislation is granted by Parliament, I feel
sure that our railway system will in future
make further progress, and will play an in-
creasingly important part in the develop-
ment and wealth production of Western
Ausfralia.
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ME. PATRICE (Greenough) [9.42]:
The Minister is slightly optimistic in re-
spect to the increased revenue for the cur-
rent finaneial year, even though the tak-
ings for the first four months may to some
extent justify his remarks. Apart from
the fact that we will now probably be
shipping our full qnota of wheat, there is
going to be a fall of upwards of 200,000
tons of wheat compared with last year’s
figures, on the estimated harvest, and this
will mean a loss of approximately £100,000
in freight. That is a lot of money te make
up, in addition to the increases shown on
the Estimates. [ agree to a large extent
with the remarks of the member for Nor-
tham as to the necessity for writing down
the capital value of the railways. If they
had been operated by a private company,
they would have been written down long
ago. To some extent the railways, which
used to be regarded as a permanent asset,
are, owing to modern forms of transport,
largely a wasting asset, and probably there
is a delinite term to their existence. 1t is
interesting to note the remarks of the
Railway (emmissioner in South Australia,
in his last annual report. He said—

In my last report I drew attention to the
need and justificaiton for a cousiderable re-
duction in railway capital, and I again em-
phasise the desirableness of this course. I
am, of course, fully aware that the mere trans.
fer of eapital from the railway balance sheet
accomplishes nothing in the direction of ex-
tinguishing the liability of thc State as a
whole, I contend that the very material ap-
preciation of land wvalues, and the inereased
taxable capacity both rural and urban, as well
as the many millions of pounds which have
been received by the State through the sale and
release of Crown lands, all of which have re-
sulted from railway construction, places the
State in the position of being indebted to the
railways rather than the reverse, and furnishes

a very strong case for a large measure of re-
lief for railway finanece.

That larvgely follows the very sound argu-
ment of the member for Northam. In ad-
dition, the Railway Departiment have to
earry numerous non-paying lines. Bo it
is hardly fair to expect the management
to make the system pay under such con-
ditions. In the eircumstances the manage-
ment are putting up a fine show. Fast
vear the railways earned 3.29 per cent.,
while the interest on the capital invested
in them amounts to something over 4 per
cent. 'This situation compares more than
favonrably with that of any other Aus-
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tralian railway system, as well as with the
position of the railway systems of Grear
Britain and the United States, which earn
only about 2 per cent. Considering the
nature of our railways as an asset, it is
a pity that in connection with them there
was not a sinking fund system like that
which oblained in connection with the gold-
fields water seheme, ensuring the extine-
tion of the debt afier a definite period.
Under such conditions our railway syvs-
tem would now bhe in a thoroughly sound
position financially. Tn moving the second
reading of the State Transport Co-ordina-
tion Bill, the Minister mentioned that the
average freight on our railways is 134d,,
adding that wheat was carried at a loss,
the rate Wreing about 1d. There is a fal-
lncy about that argument. The process
of lumping all freights with non-paying
railways and partially loaded trucks
yields s0 high a rate that wheat could not
possibly be carried at it. It is recognised
in most systems that wheat is a profitable
freight. The Midland Railway Co. find
the carriage of wheat profitable at a low
rate, Whercas other goods are moved in
small quantities, wheat is transported in
full train loads. I am glad to know that
the burden which the railway system has
to carry in connection with the Collie coal-
ficlds has been reduced to the extent of
some £40,000 per annum. The nursing of
Collie coal has also to some extent re-
strieted cnterprise in our Railway Depart-
ment. Most other States, even those hav-
ing eoalficlds, run railway curs with petrol
and erude oil, whereas here the poliey is
to restrict everything to Collie coal. Wes-
tern Aunstralia has experimented almost
entirely with the steam-driven car, which
I understand has not proved a greal
sueeess. As regards the motion of the
member for Collie calling for the use
of 100 per cent. of Collie coal by the
State railways, the JMinister has already
pointed out that on certain lines this is an
impossible proposition in smmmer, beeause
on steep grades Collie coal sets fire to prac-
tieally every vard of the country traversed,
Under the Government Railways Act, if a
State locomotive sets fire to grass or a erop,
there is no remedy against the department.
In my electorate there was an instance of
the kind which I took up with the Commis-
sioner of Railways, who called for a re-
port. His men admitted that they had set
a crop on fire, but the Commissioner stated
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that under the Government Railways Act
he had only to prove that there was on ihe
locomotive an up-to-date spark arrester in
good condition. The position along the Mid-
lund railway is entirely different. It will
be rememhered that some years ago there
was a strike at Newcastle; and during that
strike the Midland railway was forced to use
Collie eoal. As n result, the Midland com-
pany were involved in thousands of pounds
for damages caused by fires lit along the
line, If the member for Collie wishes to
increase the output of loeal coal, I would
recommend him to peint out to the Collie
Companies that they are losing a large cus-
tomer in the Midland Company. Surely
there must be something wrong with the
price charged or withk the quality of the
coal when the Midland Company find it
pays them hetter to import Newecastle coal
Of that conrl they nse 100 per cent. on their
line, and their manager is a business man
who does not do that kind of thing for fun.
Apparently husiness principles have gov-
erned the Midland Company, but not the
Collie coal companies,

The Premier: The Collie conl companies
have been run on excellent business prin-
ciples,

Mr. PATRICK : The State being practic-
ally the only eustomer for Collie coal, it
would have heen well for the Railway De-
partment to have its own eoalfields ns well as
its own timber mills. T now turn to a sub-
jeet mentioned by the menher for Pingelly
and also by the Leader of the Opposition—
the extra impost on the carringe of bulk
wheat. I rvegard that impost as unjustifi-
able. Owing to the condition of the wheat
industry those engaged in it have heen mak-
ing despernte efforts to reduee costs. Since
there was a State dompulsory pool there
has heen a considerable reduction, I am
pleased to note, in the amount of handling
charges outside the railways. In the days of
that pool the eost was 3%,d. per bushel; now,
under the Western Australian pool, the cost
is 2.4d. To show the desperate position of
farmers in a neighhouring State. T may men-
tion that =ome time ngo a South Auxtvalian
paper stated that last vear farmers carted
wheat, along a road hordering a railway
line, no less than 25 miles to the port in
order to save n vailway freight of 1144, per
bushel. T favmers are np against it, they
will eart at high cost along the roads to save
a low railway freight. The State has to
realise that while everv other industry con-
eorned has heen handling wheat on a quan-
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tity Dosis, the farmer lbas had to work on
a price basis, There has been little decrease
in the cost of handling wheat, while there
has been a terrific deerease in the price
ol wheat, As regards the additional impost
on bulk wheat imposed by our Commis-
sioner, let me point out that the eonverting
of trucks to handle bulk wheat bas not cost
the department one penny. New Bouth
Wales spent many thousands of pounds on
new trueks to handle bulk wheat, and the
rate charged there for hulk wheat is exactly
the same as that charged for bagged wheat.
Tn New South Wales, Vietoria, and in the
wheat districts of South Australia the prob-
lem is not so diffienlt as it is here. Tn
New South ‘Wales, Vietoria and South
Austealia there are broad-gauge lines, and
the ordinary trueks are quite high enough
to handle bulk wheat, Ours being narrow-
gange lines, we have narrow tracks, and it
is neeessary to raise their sides in order fo
carry wheat in bulk. The preliminary work
done at five sidings which have been oper-
ating bulk handling has cost this State
nothing. The Wheat Pool spent £1,900 in
raising the sides of trucks. In addition they
are spending £7,000 or £8,000 on 2,000
trucks to be used for hulk wheat. When
those trucks are veturned after the wheat
kas been unloaded, the additional gear is
simply taken off, and the trucks are then
nvailable for other purposes. The only
ground the Commissioner has for claiming
additional freight is the slight extra tare on
the trucks duc to the raising of the sides
and the carrying of the eanvas frame, whici
cannot amount to much. In other countries
which have bulk handling it is recognisol
that the gain in transportation greatly oli-
sets this tare. TUnder the old system a loco-
motive would pick up so many trucks

for Dreyfns, so many for Bunge
and so many for the Wheat Poul;
and on  arriving at  their various
destinations  those  trucks had 2l

to be shunted out, so that they rcould he
handled separately. To-day a train load of
Imlk wheat is taken as one consignment,
without any shunting whatever. The Leader
of the Opposition has stated that the pre-
sent quotation for bulk wheat is the same
as that for hagged wheat. In a way that
stalement is slightly misleading. As a mat.
ter of fact, the quotation for hulk whent
is a long way higher than that for bapged
wheat, because the bulk wheat is carried at
Yadl. per hushel, which pays the eost of in-
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stalling the scheme at different sidings,
%%d., and the additional charge of Yd.

made by the railways. Actually to-day
buyers are quoting %d. wmore for bulk
wheat than for bagged wheat, which

fact in my opinion justifies the contention
25 to the large saving to be made. In addi-
tion, theve is the saving of the cost of lLags.
Hitherto the five sidings operafing the bulk
system have leen geiting 3d. less for bulk
whent than for bagged wheat, and never-
theless considered that they were saving 2d.
or 3d. per bushel, As apainst bagged wheat
the facilities for bulk wheat are being
put in at no charge whatever, which I re-
gard as a fine thing from fle aspect of re-
ducing costs.  Further, bulk wheat can be
transported with less rolling stock, gquantity
for quantity, than bagged wheat, berause the
trucks carrying bulk wheat can Dbe Dhoth
loaded and emptied at greater speed than
trneks earrying bagged wheat, and therefore
can earn freight at a far quicker rate. An-
other advantage of the bulk system, which
has been pointed out previously, is that in-
stead of tending towards menopoly it brings
additional buyers into the field. e have
now an independent buyer from the Eastern
States liere, and he is huying nothing but
bulk wheat. Probably his presence is largely
the cause of the rise in price. The organisa-

tion of the other firms 1 not re-
quired for simply buying certificates,
and the boyer from the East pro-

bably needs nothing but an office and a elerk
or two, Thus the introduction of the bulk
system has created extra competition here.
I hope the Commissioner of Railways will
modify his apparently antagonistic attitude
towards bulk handling. It is an attitude
that cannot be justified. South Australia
appointed a sub-committee consisting of the
Commissioner of Railways, the Chairman of
the Harhour Boeard, and the Director of
Agriculture to deal with the suhject of hulk
handling. Those gentlemen unanimausly re-
ported in Cavour of a syvstem zomewhat on
the lines of the system here. though with
some modifications: and this is a great tri-
bute to the cconomieal features of the sy=-
tem in Western Ausiralia. I repeat, I trust
the Commissioner will change his attitude.
because, after all, he cannot maintain the
position he haz assumed when it is evideni
that the Railway Department of another
State have charged themselves with the
whole cost of providing trucks for bulk
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handling and are still earrying the bulk
wheat at the sume rate as the bagged wheat.

MR. SLEEMAN (Iremantle) [10.0]:
Last September I asked a few questions and
the Minister replied at the time it was in-
advisable to make the information avail-
able. For that reason, T desire to get Some
information from him when he replies to the
debate. Dealing with the bulk handling of
wheat, the member for Greenough (Mr.
'atrick), said that the Commissioner of
fHailways wus untagonistic (o the scheme. I
do not think that he can claim that officer
is extremely antagonistic, because he granted
to the Wheat PPool, leases at the various sid-
ings. One of the questions I would like to
ask the Minister is: What was, approxi-
mately, the date the leases were granted to
the Wheat Pool by the Commissioner? A
little while ago it was publie property that
the Commissioner was opposed to granting
the leases, but 1 understand that, prior to
the last elections, pressure was brought to
bear on him hy the former Premier, Sir
James Alitehell, with the result that the
leases were granted-

Mr, Patrick: I do not know anything
about that, but if it is correct, the ex-Pre-
mier did a very fine thing for the State.

Mr, SLEEMAN: I do not think so. A
debate took place in this House last year
vegarding lulk handling of wheat in con-
nection with the railway system, and mem-
bers indicated quite definitely that they did
aot desire any monepoly to be granted.

Mr. Patrick: There is no monopoly.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: There is practically n
monopely granted fo the Pool. The sites
were not advertised and the Pool secured
the leases under the lap.

My. Patrick: That is not so. Notes were
sent to all the firms, and it was open to
them to take action.

Mr. SLEEMAN: That is not my informa-
tion. I do not make the statement myself,
but it is made by a representative of a body
of farmers of this State. Two or three
weeks ago, I attended a meeting at Fre-
mantle that was held by farmers who elaimed
to represent 5,000 agriculturists throughout
the State.

Mr. Latham: They are the friends of Mr.
Fox.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not know whose
friends they are, but they ecalled themselves
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the Farmers' Union, and as we stand for
preference to unionists, T reckon they should
have a Nttle preference, There is consider-
able diversion of opinion regarding bulk
handling amoug the farmers of this State.
Many of them consider the scheme will not
prove successful.

Mr. Patrick: Those men can still
bags. Bulk handling is not compulsory,

My. SLEEMAN: That iz not the point. The
people T refer to elaim that that bulk hand-
ling will not pay. They debated the matter
publicly in Fremantle hefore a large number
of people, and they contended the scheme
was not what was claimed for it. They eer-
tainly ave conviuced that it will not be suc-
cessful.

Mr. Patrick: Time will prove that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: They had a scheme
themselves, and elaimed it would be more
suceessful. In the cirenmstanees, it wonld be
interesting te know the date on which the
leases were granted to the Pool, in order to
enable them to proceed with the bulk band-
ling of wheat. I suggest that if the Commis-
sioner of Railways were coerced in granting
the leases tu the Wheat Pool, he would be
justified in taking advantage of the clause
in the agreement by giving three monihs
notice of cancellation.  Several members
have referred to the shunting operations.
Irrespective of what shanting will he done
in the country areas, quite a lot will have to
be undertaken at Fremantle where the bulk
handling of wheat will be carried out for the
present. In my opinion, much of the wheat
will be handied to a far greater extent than
was customary when it was bhagged. 1In
fact, I am cenvineed that it would be inter-
esting to farmers if they conld visit Fre-
mantle and see the position for themselves.
I want to know who is responsible for the
cost of the deviation of the railway line to
the Teighton woeol sheds. That work is
being undertaken at the present time, and
I want to know whether the cost
will he a eharge againsi the bulk handling
scheme, or whether the Government will
have to pay for it. TUnder the scheme as
it will operate at Fremantle, some of the
wheat will be taken siraight to the wharf,
hut a large proporiion of it will be side-
tracked to the wool sheds at Leighton,
dumped there and held in the shed. Later
on, it will have to be re-loaded inty trucks
and shunted to the wharf at Fremantle.

use
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Mr. Wansborough: And while those
trucks are being used they will not be
available in the eountry distriets,

Mr. SLEEMAN: I know it involves
double handling. Tn my epinion, the sheds
are not at all suitable for the storing of
wheat. T do not know whether the health
authoriiies have taken any action, but I
recommend the Minister for Health o see
tu it that the interests of the people are
conserved. I have seen the sheds and
amn convineed that they are not ai all snit-
able for the storage of the people’s food
supplies.

Mi. Latham: Is the wheat likely to be-
coine affected?

Mr. SLEEMAN: If the Leader of the
Opposition were to inspeet the sheds, he
would agree with niy contention.

Mr. Tatham: T asked for information.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I think th: wheat will
hbecome affected. If the Teader of the Op-
position were to visit the sheds, he woutd
agree with me that there is every chanee
of that resulting from the storage of wheat
there.

Mr. Latham:
affected ¥

Mr. SLEEMAN: By rats, mice, vermin,
and dirvt of every deseription,

My. Patrick: Vermin cannol get info
bulk wheat.

Mr. SLEEMAN: They can get into the
wheat stored in the wool sheds.

Mr. Patrick: DBuoyers are still effering
more for bulk wheat than for bag wheat.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not know what
they are offering, but if the farmers were
to inspect the sheds at Leighton they would
agree with me that those sheds are not
suitable for the storage of wheat. I am
not indulging in exaggerated assertions.
The very firm that will store the wheat in
the wool sheds at T.eighton, wastad thous-
ands of tons of wheat on the wharves ai
Fremantle, When I issued an invitation
to members of this House to inspeet the
eondition of the wheat stacks for them-
selves, the member for Avan (Mr. Griffiths),
and the former Minister for Works (Mr.
Lindsay), accepted my invitation. They in.
speeted the wheat, and agreed thst my
statements were anvthing hut exaggersted.

AMe. Patriek: When the whole thing was
¢leaned up, the lozs was insignificant,

Mr. SLEEMAN: The persons immedi-
ately c¢oncerned were so much rxercited
i mind when T eommenced asking ques-

By what would it be
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tions about damaged wheat, thal a depu-
tation was despatched to interview me at
ite House with a view to asking me why
| was making such a fuss about the mat-
ter. They explained that the troubte in
Western Australia was that we did not
gel enough moisture inte the wiheat, and
that if we did that, it would be better for
the farmers and for the State. They
wanted the wheat to be more wmoist, uo
that it would increase in weigit, with the
vesult that the farmer would get a greater
return, and more money would be circu-
lated. Tt was good husiness for the com-
pany.

Mr. Patrick: No, for the farmer.

Mr. SLEEMAN : That is so.

" Mr. Patrick: The advantage of any added
weight went to the farmer.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I admit that, bul that
sort of thing is not in the intercsts of the
trade. Certainly it will not he in the in-
terests of the wheat export trade if the
wheat that is fo be stored at the wool
sheds becomes affected, and T think the
IHealth Department should take the mat-
ter in hand and see that something is done
lo currect the position.

Mr. Latham: They cannol do anything to
see whether the wheat 15 going to be in-
fected until the wheat is put there. -

Mr. SLEEMAN: The health inspector is
not to worry until he sees the wheat in the
shed. I would prefer that he came down
there hefore that happened, and gave us the
henefit of his experience. Omnee the sheds
are filled with wheat, there will be consider-
able diffieulty in removing the defect. The
Leader of the Opposition will agree that a
qualified health inspector ean tell at a glance
whether there is any danger of infection from
storing wheat in those sheds. I understand
that in the country silos where wheat is
stored, provision is made for turning the
wheat.

Mr. Latham: In all up-to-date methods
that is not provided for at all now.

Mr. SLEEMAN: If the railways are go-
ing to do all they ean to encourage bulk
handling, thousands of workers will be
thrown out of employment., It has not yet
been shown that bulk handling will henefit
even the farmer. Those people who dehated
ihe guestion on the platform were divided
in their opinions, and were not at all satis-
fied that it was going to henefit the Farmer.
But even if it will benefit the farmer, the
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railways should think twice before encour-
aging something that is not going to be of
benefit to the whole community. There may
be other ways of benefiting the farmer, with-
out throwing thousands of men out of em-
ployment. Already the country is suffering
from labour-saving appliances, and I hope
the railways will not encourage bulk hand-
ling until they are satisfied that it wiil be
of benefit to the whole community. May I
compare the attitude of the Railway Depart-
ment heve with the attitude in other paris
of the world. 1 have here a pamphlet con-
taining an article entitled “Science steals
the Baby’s Milk.” Tet me rend this extract
from that article—

It is beconiing progressively more difficult
to rejoiee in the invention of a new labour-
saving machine or process when it is so ob-
vious that the mew discovery, instead of add-
ing to man’s happiness, Lrings the demon of
unemployment into his home. The scienfist is
begining to realise that, instcad of playing the
part of the hero and benefactor, he is actually
engaged in a process which, under eapitalism
in ity present stage, steals the bread from the
workers’ cuphboard and the milk from the
baby’s bottle. Science in other wards is the
Eather (now not quite the proud father) of
what the Americans call teehnological unem-
ploymeut—in other words, uncmployment due
to invention. The Nazis have recently driven
the point home in another way, The Inter-
national Labour Office has published particu-
lars of seme orders (which onght to interesh
scientists) issued hy the Nazi Government
placing restrictions on the use of machinery.
In consequence of inercasing technological un-
employment in the cigar industry, the German
Government issucd an Aect on 15th July, 1933,
prohibiting the installation of any farther
machines for rolliag tnbacen leaves, and the
re-starting of any established machinery which
had ccased working. 1t appears that in its
preamble the Aect states that machinery has
made superfluous about 80,000 of the 96,000
cigar workers living in villages and small
towns, The output of a rolling machine i9
from 1,000 to 1,200 cigars an hour, while that
of the hand worker is only 70, The conse-
quence is that, under the Act, even factories
using leaf rolling machines are not to be
allowed to extend their production above the
quantity manufactured in 1932-33.

So in ofher parts of the world fhe effect of
these new lahour-saving devices is  hetter
understood.

AMr. Patrick: Bulk handling is not a new
system, for it has heen used in Canada for
the past 40 or 50 years.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It does nof mifter. 1t
is a labour-saving device and in most coun-
tries of the world it is new. Are we to
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throw out of work thousands of people in
this country, and take the bread from the
tuphoard of the worker?

Mr. Patrick: Bulk handling will put more
into work.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Nothing of the sort; it
will not put anybody into work, bat it will
put thousands out of work.

Mr. Latham: Bulk handling will save
money for our farmers, who will not have
to employ people in other countries.

Mr, SLEEMAN: What would the Leader
of the Opposition say if the workers de-
clared to the Railway Department that if
bulk handling were encouraged the railways
would have to reduce their hours hy 50 per
cent.?

Mr. Patrick: Why did von encourage the
bulk handling of oil at F'remantle?

Mr. SLEEMAN: T did not encourage it.
In any case, that did not cost the State a
penny. I was not in favour of the installa-
tion of grabs on the wharf for the handling
of super.

Mr. Latham: You attended the hig fune-
tion the il people gave.

Mr. SLEEMAN: What has that to do
with it? I have attended a Governor’s fune-
tion, but I am not in favour of State Gov-
ernors. As representative of an electorate,
if T am invited to go along it is my duty to
go. Suppose the Governbr came to Fre-
mantle and I refused to be in attendance, the
Leader of the Opposition would say I was
disloyal.

Mr. Latham: I remember the nice thinpgs
vou satd on that oceasion about the bulk
handling of oil.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T did not say any nice
things on that occasion. When the grabs
came on to the Fremantle wharf to load the
trucks with super, I told some of the people
thero that they would rue the day. What
happened? The super was unloaded by the
grabs, and hundreds of men were thrown out
of work, while the super mannfacturers, not
the farmers, got the henefit.

Mr. Latham: There have heen two redue-
tions in the price,

Mr. SLEEMAN: No, only one, and that a
short time ago, when they thought an inquiry
was to be made. The oil people also, when
they thought the Federal Government were
zoing to hold an inquiry into the price of ail,
granted a reduction. When this Government
were returned and promised to inquire into
the price of super, a small reduction was
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granted. After the grabs eame on to the
wharf at Fremantle to unload super, we had
other grabs ecome to unload the coal. Now we
are to have the bulk handling of wheat, and
the Leader of the Opposition says it will
make more work. The people responsible
for trying to bring in bulk handling are not
satisfied with doing away with the workers
on the wharves and at the sidings, for they
were amongst the first to instal labour-saving
devices, such as ndding machines in offices, so
that they might reduce their employees.

Mz, Latham: If farming is so lucrative, let
us put the workers on the land.

Mr, SLEEMAN : The Leader of the
Opposition knows that atl the farmers are
going bankrupt, notwithstanding which he
wants to put the workers on the land. I
hope the Railway Department will not en-
courage bulk handling. If the Government
decide to assist the Railway Department to
do it, then they must do something to pro-
vide for those people who will be thrown out
of employment. Will the Railway Depart-
ment agree to place those men in work by
reducing the hours of the railway workers to,
say, 24 instead of 48% If they are prepared
to do that, they will show they are genuine
in their attempts to help displaced workers.
I would like to know whether anything is to
be done to the bridges across the Swan River
at North Fremantle. We have there a rail-
way hridge and a traffic bridge. It was at
one time proposed that they should be com-
bined.

The Minister for Railways: We will nol
do il out of railway revenue.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Then T must bring this
matter up when the Loan Estimates are be-
fore the House. I hope when they do come
before the House, something will be done in
connection with the bridge.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [10.22]:
We have listened to-might to some very
interesting specches on the administration
of the Railway Department; some deal
with serious matters, while others deall
with tiddley-winking matters, such as eups
of tea and pounds of steak.

Mr. Clothier: You are not likely to get
a pound of steak on the railway.

Mr. HEGNEY: At the moment I am
merely conecerned with seme matbters that
affect my electorate. Some time ago re-
presentations were made to tie Minizter
that a siding should he placed about.mnifdl-
way between Bayswater and Maylands.
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The Minister gave a favourable reply, but
said the main point would be the matter
of eost. The road boards and others con-
cerned are copsidering the advisableness of
helping to defray some of the cost of the
maintenance of the proposed siding. If it is
put in, it will attract population to that
logality, which is within four miles of Perth.
At present people there have to walk a con-
siderable distance in order to secure trans-
port facilities. A litile later, when things
improve and we have turnud the corner—

Member: Turned the corner?

My, MHEGNEY: 1 understand from the
Federal GGovernment that we have turned
the corner. In six months or so perbaps
the Minister will be able to construet the
siding. Another matter brought to my
notice was the putting in of a siding be-
tween Bayswater and Bassendean, at a
place called Ashfield. The people who own
that estate, when thev started their build.
ing campaign, did so hecause they he-
lieved that if they sold land to people in
that distriet a siding would he built, Con-
siderable revenue would acerue to the de-
partment if it were put in. For instance,
there are the men who work for the Creseco
Company who at present have t¢ use the
bus service. In the busy season a consid-
etable number of men work at Cresco’s
and they have to get there by their own
means of transport, or by bus. The people
at Ashfield have from time to time re-
quested me to try to secure the stoppage
of trains there, at lcast during the peak
peried. However, that matter has been
before the Commissioner and [ have no
doubt he will give it further consideration.
Another matter which was vecently revived
by a deputation that waited on the Min-
ister for Railways is the subway on the
main road at Rivervale. That question was
discussed by the Perth City Counecil, the
Belmont Park Road Board and people ot
the district who were interested in the
proposal. I would like the Minister tn in-
forin me whether any progress has been
made in that conneection. If the subway
is constrncted, it will certainly minimise
the danger existing at that point; it will
provide employment, becanse the cost wilh
be prineipally for labour, and it will cer-
tainly be advantageous fo the travelling
publiec. There has been an azitation in my
district to secure the extension of electric
current to Flelena Valley, in the Green-
mount Road Board area, and tc Wattle
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Grove, a little further out. The progress
sssociations in those places made represen-
tations to me which, in turn, T submitted
to the Minister. 1 urged npon him the
necessity for supplying electrie power to
those distriets. The member for Swan
(Mr, Sampson) has also mentioned the
matter to-night, The proposal, however
hinges upon the question of whelher funds
can be raised abroad for the extension ot
the power house. I hope that work will
be proceeded with, because it is essential
to the progress of the State that cheap
eurrent should be made available in all
parts for the development of industry and
for the provision of electrie light.  Some
observations have been made on the run-
ning of the tramways. To some exient ai
least, the public could expedite the tram-
way service. Any person who uses the
trams knows that many seconds are lost
after a tram stops beeause people are not
opposite the door waiting to get on or fo
alight. That would not be tolerated in
Sydney; the trams would not wait and the
person would be obliged to board the next
one. On the Inglewood rtoute, time has
been saved beeause of the duplication and
extension of the line. It is a matter, of
course, of educating the publie. If the
Sydney trams were to wait like onr trams
for the public to get on and off, there
would he chaos in the tram service there.
There has also heecn an 'ngitation for the
extension of the tramway service to Garreti-
rd. When the Minister for Railways was in
power three or four years ago, the member
for Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. D. John-
son) introduced a deputation to the Minis-
ter, who went out and inspecied the route.
He was on the verge of extending the trams
to Garrett-rcad when he went out of office.
Then the depression came and the trams
have not vet been extended to that place.
The tramway should either be extended from
there or a trolley bns service inavngurated.
When the Garrett-road section is finished,
a circuiar route could be established from
Maylands round te Belmont and back to
Perth. That wonld give a service to the
people on the other side, and would be a
great asset to them. If a trolley bus serviee
cannot be installed as far as Garreti-road,
perbaps the Minister would give considera-
tion to an extension of the tramway io
Garrett-road if rails are available, seeing
that we have a tram track extending already
to Ferguson-street. Some time ago I made
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representations for the erection of a shelter
shed at the Salisbury-streef tram terminus.
There is no shelter there for women who use
the service either in the summer or in the
winter. A shed would not cost very much,
and I suggest that the Tramway Depart-
ment should consider the ercction of one
there. The bus people provide sheds for
the use of their patrons, and the depart-
ment should do likewise. T hope all these
matters will receive the attention of the
Minister.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park)
[10.32] : There are one or two matters [
desire to bring before the Committee. The
first is the need for dressing sheds at the
termim of the variows fram routes. By this
T mean the provision of lavatories and other
conveniences for the tramway men. This
has been a sore point with the nnion con-
cerned for some time past, and ihe subject
of numerous requests. I hope the AMinister
will aceept the snggestion and do his best to
provide these vory necessary facilities.

Mr. Cross: Why not ask the City Council
to do this?

Mr. RAPHAFEL: Why did not the hen.
member bring up the matter when he was
speaking? The member for Middle Swan
(Mr. Hegney) suggested that a subway
should he built at the Rivervale crossing.
In this eonnection I would suggest that the
Minister should take into his own hands the
appropriation of the necessary amount from
the traffic fecs.

The Minister for Railways: I wish T
could do wo.

Mr. RAPHAEL: 1 iniroduced to the
Minister a deputation from variens road
boards to point out the dangerous nature of
thig crossing. The road hoards and other
bodies represented at that deputation were
prepared to aecede to the request that the
requisite money should be dedueted from
the traffic fees. The Perth City Council, »n
the other hand, who are at all times pre-
pared to take money from the Government
but fail to play their own part with re-
spect to the unemployed, stood aghast at
this suggestion. If the matter were put up
in the right way by the Minister to the City
Council, perhaps something could yet be
done. TFailing that, a warning bell or some
sign should be erected at the crossing for
the protection of the public. In the Eastern
States protection is always given to the
public by the railways, but on every ocea-
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sion when the Government of this State
or the Commissioner have been approached
on this subject the reply has been that it is
the people’s own fault that they are killed.
It ean hardly he suggested that
people would choose this form of death.
I hope ithe Government will make themselves
responsible for the provision of some pro-
tective sign or warning bell st this erossing.
The tramway extension to Vietoria Park has
heen wanted for a long time. I am sorry
only a single line is to be laid down, and
that it will traverse only two-thirds of the
distance we require. Nevertheless, it is a
move in the rizht direction. The tram ser-
vice to Victoria Park is the best paying por-
tion of the whole system. I hope it will not
be long hefore the full extension is made.
During the next few months a new Commis-
stoner of Railways will be appointed. I
hope it is not the intention of the Govern-
ment to choose a man from outside the
State. My earnest hope is that the new Com-
missioner will earry ont the job as it ought
to he carried out.  There are many wild
rumours in cireulation in the department as
to who will fill the position. Several little
ceremonies have taken place amongst the
heads of the department as if someone was
heing congratulated on being chosen for the
position.

Mr. Hegney: Were vou there?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I was not invited. I
hope when the appoiniment is made, the
railways will he run Detter than they have
in many cases heen run in the past. In days
gone hy Governments have not had much say
with regard to railway matters. A new rail-
way serviee throngh Vietoria Park and Car-
lisle is a dire necessity. At present hardly
any trains are run for the convenience of
workers there, und the bus people who are
catering for them are getting the business.
I hope better arrangements will he made in
respeet to the time table, and that this will
result in the husiness to which they are en-
titled going to the railways, If the Minister
had a little more say in the administration
of the department, there might he a different
story to tell concerning its finaneial posi-
tion. T hope when the rew appointment is
made the Commissioner will take it upon
himself to see that the department is run as
it ought to be. Extensinns at the East Perth
power house are sorely nceded. The City
Couneil are making huge profits through the
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sale of electricity. That is a matter which
should be debated in this Chamber.  The
manager of the electricity branch does not
cater for the workers. If a man leaves the
service of his department, or dies, or is re-
trenched, the position is always filled by a
young girl. If under the agrecinent between
the City Couneil aud the Government it is
possible to bring the municipality to iis
knees, and it ean be forced to supply power
and light to the workers at a priee that is
commensurate with their earnings, I would
be prepared to stand behind the Government
every step of the way. The Perth City
Conneil is supposed to supply power to the
veople of the metropolitan area at a reason-
able rate. The rate charged is a iittle more
than thivepence, which means that eustomers
on the minimum rate have to pay 3%d. The
big firms get the power for about 134d.
While T have heen a member of the Perth
City Council it has been my endeavour to
get those prices altered, but I have been un-
successful. I hope the Government will
bring pressure to bear with a view to en-
suring that persens on the minimum wage
shall be supplied with electricity at a reason-
able price, at a price not involving a profit
of 240 per eent. I desire to thank the Min-
ister for what he has done with regard to
tramway extension in my distriet. It is the
first extension which has taken place there
for about ten years.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning) [10.42]: Be.
for dealing with the Vote T wish to express
my appreciation of the serviees rendered by
the Commissioner of Railways, his execn-
tive officers, and his stalf genecrally in the
confrol and management of the system. It
was to be expected that there would he a
good deal of criticism from members of this
Chamber, and also from the general pub-
lic, becanse no State undertaking in any
part of the world has had to meet so many
difficulties as our Railwav Department. We
know that the system has failed in some
directions—to our way of thinking, some-
what seriously. At the same time we should
remember that all the complaint and eriti-
cism ought not to he levelled at the Com-
missioner and his officers,  The railways
should long ago have been removed from
political econtrol.

The Premier: Every speaker Lo-night has
expressed a desire to bring them entirelv
under political control.

1951

Mr. PIESSE: That control is largely re-
sponsihle for the present troubles of the
system. I do not believe that the Commis-
siener and his executive officers, who I know
are painstaking and have the interests of
the system at heart, have sat down idly,
allowing road transport to eat into the reve-
aue of the railways to the point of making
them unprofitable. Had the Commissioner
received the support of past Governments
in the direction of meeting that competition
the railways would now be in a different fin-
aneial sitvation. I shall not lahour that
aspect, ns I know that under our present
laws the railways must remain under poli-
tieal conirol. TUntil the law is altered, that
state of things must prevail.

The Premier: The law need not be alierced.
1t prevents that now.

Mr. PIESSE: I fail to understand why
during all these years Governmenis have
failed to introduce transport legislation to
protect the railways. Other States have had
such legislation for two or three years. Why
has Western Australia been so slow in the
maiter?

The Minister for Railways: Tell us some-
thing done by the Minister against the Act
governing the railways.

Mr. PIESSE: Since the DMinister has
asked me, I will go so far as to say that
past Ministers have lacked the courage to
support the Commissioner and to ask Par-
liament te grant him the necessary protee-
tion.

The Minister for Railways: You were say-
ing that Ministers had too mueh eourage and
interfored ioo mueh,

Mr. PIESSE: It seems to me that as a
simple business proposition the last two
Minislers for Railways should have confer-
red to give the Commissioner some tempor-
ary proteclion.

Mr. Latham: We tried.

Mr. PIESSE: It should not have heen im-
possible to do that.

Mr. Wilson: There was a Minister for
Railways named Piesse.

Mr. PIESSE: Perhaps the Commissioner
is responsible to some extent, hut he is not
wholly to blame. From the contact I have
had with the Commissioner and his executive
afficers, T know that they are most anxious
to meet the situation, but they havesheen
trammelled by the fact that Parliament
has not granted the necessary authority. Tt
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is late in the day to bring down a Bill for
the co-ordination of transport.

The Premier: We shall see what treat.
ment the Bill will get from Parliament.

Mr. PTIESSE: I do not know why with
all the unemployment in this State and the
expenditure of Loan Funds, attention could
not have been given to the strengthening,
the naintaining, and ihe ballasting of the
railway lines.

Tbe Minister for Ruilways: That is heing
done.

My, PIESSE: Many of the lines we know
to be almost wnsafe. Such work is long
overdue.

The Minister for Railways: There is
£100,000 being spent on the work this year.

Mre. PIESSE: I am pleased to hear that
statement, but half a million of the money
now heing spent on relief works for very
little return could be more profitably spent
on the strengthening of the permanent wav.
Only a few months ago, I was told by an
officer of the Railway Department that the
permanent way would soon reach the danger
point, unless heavy expenditure was inecur-
red.

The Minister for Railwavs: 1 think there
arve 800 extra men on that pavtieular work
at present.

Mr, PIESSE: It scems to me ahsurd to he
spending a lot of moncy on work that will
show so liftle retmrn. That money could
be spent in other directions to greater
advantage. There is no work apart from
road operations from which better results
could be obtained than in the strengthening
and improving of the permanent way.

The Minister for Railways: I did not pro-
vide the Committee with details but you ean
read them in the report of the Commissioner
of Railways, which has beert. laid on the Tahle.

Mr. Heogney: At any rate, the permanent
way on the Government lines is better cared
for than the permanent way controlled by
the Alidland Railway Company.

Mr. PIBSSE: T am satisfied that a lot of
this work is overdue.

Mr. J. TI. Smith: The most important
work that could he undertaken relates to the
regrading of some of the lines.

Mr. PIESSE: There are two railway lines
in my electorate that are certainly overdue
for re-ballasting and I suppose there are
many other agrienltural lines in a similar
condition. T wasz pleased to hear the mem-
ber for Northam (Mr. Hawke) deal so fully

[ASSEMBLY.]

with the inadequate refreshment room provi-
sions on our railways. That is one complaint
that may very well lie against the Railway
Department. The position is exceedingly
unsatisfactory. The dining ears are very
badly controlled. The lunch served on the
car attached to the goldfields express iz a
disgrace. People have to pay 3s. 6d. for a
meal that is not worth 1s.

Mr. Raphael: They charge 1s. for a piece
of toast and a eup of tea.

Mr. PIESSE: I know that the position is
similarly unsatisfactory in eonncction with
the smaller refreshment rooms. Fven at the
Perth Central Station, the refreshiment room
arrangements are very poor. Knowing that
many unfortunate people have Dbut little
money to spend in these days, I went there
for refreshments to see what they would
obtain for their money. I found that for 8d.
I got a small eup of teas and two very small
sandwiches. I eould hardly see the meat in
the latter. The whole thing was an imposi-
tion, a frand and a disgrace. In Victoria
the railway refreshment room arrangements
aro carried out by the Government and the
conditions are much more satisfaetory.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Is the price to be
charged under political control?

Mr. PIESSE: The conditions here are dis-
graceful. In Vietoria one can met a eup of
tea twice the size of that provided in this
State, and two full rounds of a loaf eut into
sandwiches,

Mr. Raphael: Here they even charge men
who jump the trains 9d. for a sandwich.

Mr. PIESSE: I hope the Minister will
take these matters into consideration. The
railways should be made attractive for those
who patronise them, and one advantage
gained by those who travel by motor car is
that they can arrange the stages so that they
can get adequate refreshments at the proper
time, The member for Northam suggested
that up-to-date refreshment rooms should be
provided at that town. I have always
thought it would be wise if proper refresh-
ment room accommodation were provided at
Spencer’s Brook, If the train were held up
so that people could obtain a meal at the
refreshment room, no time would really he
lost on the journey. The dining cars have
proved a failure and the sooner the Govern-
inent eonsider the provision of betfer refresh-
ment faeilities, the better it will he for all
eoncerned. As fo the filling of the Comnis-
sionership on the retirement of the present
occupant, I hope it will not he necessary to
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go outside the State to secure an officer fit to
hold the position. The work of the Commis-
sioner and the officers of the Railway
Department is purely technical and the
knowledge they gain is the result of experi-
ence over many years. They deal with con-
ditions that do not always prevail in other
parts of the world and even are not present
in the other States. If one Commis-
sionet is to be appointed, or more, I hopa
due consideration will he given to the elaims
of executive officers who have done so much
to place the railway system in its present
position.

MR. BROCKMAN (Sussex) {1057]: 1
desire to deal with the railway arrangements
hetween Busselton and Perth, and more par-
ticularly between Nannup and the city. The
Government should make the railway ser-
vice more attractive to the people, who
lavgely travel by motor ear beeause the rail-
way service is Inconvenient and too slow.
When I leave Nannup to come to Perth each
Tuesday, 1 can give the train five hounrs start
and pick it up at Pieton. Under such con-
ditions we cannot expect the public to pat-
ronise the railways, and the present arrange-
ment should he considerably altered to meet
the convenience of the public. The Trans-
port Bill, which was introduced by the Min-
ister for Railways, will penalise the people
in the country districts. At Nannup we have
a train service twice a week and it is abso-
lutely necessary to get our cream to the but-
ter factory every second day at the very out-
side. If we cannot get our eream to the
factory in the proper time, it is graded as
of second quality, which is detrimental to
the men on the land at Nannup, Augusta,
Margaret River and elsewhere. I hope the
Minister will consider that phase. If he
unduly penalises the motor traffie, that form
of transport will be driven off the road, and
the producers will be further penalised.

The Minister for Railways: If you read
the Bill, you will see that provision is made
to deal with eream cans.

The CHAIRMAN: But do not deal with
that to-night because the hon. member will
be out of order.

Mr. BROCKMAN: There arc some other
matters requiring attention. We are in need
of one or two fast trains a week so that
people ¢an arrive in Perth by 6 p.m., instead
of 8 pm. Such alterations will popularise
the railway service and help to regain
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patronage thai has been lost. The jetty at
Busselton urgently requires renovation, for
it is in a very dangerous condition.

Mr. Hegney: There is an amount of £148
on the Estimates for that.

Mr. BROCKMAN: And it might as well
be left there, for it is fotally inadeguate.

Mr. Hegney: 1t is bebter than the £112
that was on the previous Government’s Esti-
mates.

Mr. BROCIKMAN: The jetty requires a
great deal of attention, and I hope that will
be provided for in the Loan Estimates. Also
the grading in the Nelson electorate requires
urgent attention. I hope it will not be neces-
bary to go outside the State o get a new
Comtnissioner, for there should be one or
two within the service quite eapable of carry-
ing out the duties.

The Premier: Judging hy the speeches
to-night, one would not imagine there was
anyone in the service fit for the job.

Mr. BROCEMAN: I hope the Minister
will be able to make some further redue-
ttons in the freights on timber, for the tim-
ber industry is of great importance to the
State and will employ a great deal of labour.

The Minister for Railways: Gratitnde in
expectation of favours to come.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon, J. C. Willeock—Geraldton—in reply)
[10.2]: I do not think any member will
expeet me at this hour to reply in full fo
a six-hour debate. Most of the matters that
have been raised during that debate will be
inquired into and, I hope, with satisfaetion
to those who have brought them up. I am
afraid some members do not realise that
our railways are in a unique position ip that
we have fewer than 100 persons to every
mile of railway. In more thickly populated
States and countries the figures are much
higher. In Victoria, for instance, there are
ahout 400 persons to each mile of railway,
and in England about 1,000 persons, With
such a population it is easy to give great
facilities for the convenience of the travel-
ling publie. The railways in this State are
doing most excellent service considering that
we bave only 97 persons per mile of line,
which renders it very difficult to give the
service that is rendered, As to the new
Commiszioner, T ean only say I regret that
Mr. Evans, the Commissioner, has reached
the age when, in conformity with Govern-
ment policy, he must retire, Mr, FEvans
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has given excellent sexvice to the State. He
has heen in charge of the railways during
the mnst difficult finaneial period we have
cver had in the history of the departmeni.
He has been a very valuable officer, firm
when firmness is required, tactful when tact
is requivred. T do not wish to make any
comparison between successive Commis.
sioners, but I can say with sincerity that
Mr. Tvans has been equal to the very best
we have had, On behalf of the railway ser-
vice and the State generally, I regret that
hig advancing age prevents the (Government
from again offering the commissionership to
Mr, Evans, It scems that, contrary fo Aet
of Parliament, the Minister is expested hy
some members to take an active part in the
control of the railways, which under the Act
is vested in the Commissioner. While the
Government are actively concerned in vari-
ons matters of railway peliey affecting the
well-heing of the Stale, when it comes {o
the management of details, that is entirely
for the Commissioner, without any inter-
fevence by Ministers. The member for
Perth said something about the vetirement
of railway employees. That is definitely a
matter of Government peliev. That policy
ia not applicable to the Railway Department
alone, but has heen extended to all depart-
ments of State and has been reviewed on
a eouple of oceasions. Wa think the poliey
is in tho best interests of the State, and at
present we have no intention of again re-
viewing it, In conelusion, T thank mem-
hers for the consideration they have shown.
There has been no =erions ecriticism of
policy, and while there has Leen some eriti-
cism of details, that can always he attended
to.

Vate put and passed,

TVotes—State Ralteries, F33470. Cave
Tlouse, ete., £6,014d—agreed to.
Vote—Sale of (Government Droperty,

Trust Aecount, £1,020:

Item, Sustenancc Workers' Homes— Erec-
fion and additions, £30:

Mr. HEGNEY: When speaking on the
Estimates and dealing with the matter of
workers’ homes, I said houses could be made
available for workers at a cost less than
that at which they were being made avail-
able today. Skeleton honses could be made
availahle costing about £250. Such houszes
could be completed by the workers them-

[ASSEMBLY.]

selves as and when they had the money avail-
able. I would like the Treasurer to state
whether further amounts will he made avail-
able for the puarpose I suggest.

The PREMIER: The small amount of
£50 appearing on the Estimates is provided
merely to clear commitments owing on some
houses which were erected by the late Gov-
ernment at a cost of about £20,000. The
money was expended under an Aect which
was passed in 1930. It was made available
as a donation throngh the generosity of Siv
Charles MeNess. I am sorry to say theve is
not any money available to carry out the
snggestion of the member for Middle Swan
{Mr. Hegney).

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Appropriation of interest in Sus-
pense Trust Accounts, £713,807 11s. 10d.—
agreed to,

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions reported.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES—STATE
TRADING CONCERNS.

In Cemmittee.
Mr. Withers in the Chair,

Divisions—State  Brickworks, £171,233;
Stute Hotels, £38,350,; State Implement and
Engincering Works, £19,531—agreed lo.

Division—State Quarries, £11,831;

Mr. HEGNEY: I have reccived many
complaints with respeet to the administra-
tion of the State Quarries at Boya, and I
bave brought them to the notice of both the
Minister and the manager. One of the com-
plaints was that the only way in which men
could secure employment at the quarries was
by interviewing the foreman at the Bellevue
Hotel. When the Labour administration
went out of office on the last oeccasion, the
incoming Government were not long in dis-
missing the then foreman of the quarries. At
that time the depression visited us and many
of the workers were vetrenched. Some weve
put off becanse they were good unionists
and because the manager and others con-
cerned in running the quarries had hecome
antagonistic to them. A poliey of vietimisa-
tion was institnted. During the past three
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years I made representations fo Mr, Baxter,
when he was inister, on two occasions in
particular, trying to get a man who had been
definitely victimised rveinstated at the guar-
ries. I have gone through the process of
vietimisation myself by unserupulons mana-
zers opposed to trade unionism. One man,
beeause he was the representative of the
Australian Workers' Tuien on the job, was
definitely vietimised. He would never have
got hack had it not been that I was able to
get the Minister to have him reinstated.
This is a malter to whieh the Goverument
should give consideration. Not long ago,
the then manager of the quarries, Mr. Starr,
was got Tid of. Whilst he was living on the
property at Boya, he was out of work and
the department did evervthing possible to
make things diffienlt for him, and force him
off the land. The management kept on
pressing uniil they got him off the joh. Many
of the workers have complained to me from
time to time of the manner in which people
are picked up for employment. It was said
that if a man would go down and drink with
the foreman he eould get a job. The quali-
fication of a man for a position ought not
to be that he is “well in” with the boss, but
that he should be able to do the work., I
hope the Minister will give serious consider-
ation to this particular activity.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is
the first I have heard of the eomplaint re-
ferred to by the memher for Middle Swan.
I will bring the matter under the notice of
the Minister in eontrol of State quarries.

Tivision put and passed.

Dyvision — State
£185,250

Mr. TONKIN: 1 have been infoermed that
during the last couple of years, when the
motor ship “Kyhra” has heen docked, the
cargo has heen loaded by seab labour or
voluntary labour. The Labour Government
of this State should be careful to see that
only unionisis are engaged for this work.
In South Australia most of the work goes
to volunteer labour. I understand that the
volumteers get three jobs to every nne a
unionist gets. We should encourage union-
ist labour as much as possible. T hope if
there is any loading to be done when next
the “Kybra” goes into doeck, the Govern-
ment will see that only zenuine unionists are
employed. It is wrong that a State-owned
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Lessel should be loaded by other than unien
lubonr,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is
the ficst time I have heard of the matter.

Mr. Lutham: I have never heard of such
a thing before.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The posi-
tion in Adelaide, where the hoat was docked,
is different from that which prevails in this
State.  Wheu the wharf trouble occurred
in the Bastern States Federal legislation was
introduced te legalise volunteer labour on
the wharf. 1f we have any control over
those who load the vessel when she is next
docked, we will see that it is not volunteer
labour that iz cmployed for the loading.

Mr. COVERLEY : I should be pleased to
hear from the Treasuver that the Govern-
ment are negotiating for another State ves-
sel to run on the North-West coast. There
has heen eonsiderable controversy in the past
congerning the shifting of wool from the
pastoral areas. This goes to show that there
is room for another vessel. Having so few
ships available the State service is at a dis-
advantage. An extra vessel would be of
great henefit to people along the coast, espe-
cially if it led to the installation of a fort-
nightly service. Anpother one like the “Koo-
linda” would AIl the bill. I am aware that
this service is not as popular with some
members as it might be, thoungh it iy exceed-
ingly popular with the North-West people.
We have heard a great deal to-night about
the necessity for railway extensions and im-
proved tramway services, in the southern
portion of the State. I would point out that
the State Shipping Service is just as im-
portant to residents in the North as existing
transpori facilities are to those in the South.
If a more frenuent shipping serviee could
be given along the coast there is a possibility
of a considerable trade being done between
Darwin and Fremantle. We are losing most
of that business to-day because of the com-
petition from vessels passing round the east-
ern side of Australia, If a monthly service
could be mainiained between Darwin and Fre-
mantle this State would gain possession of
a great deal of that trade, as freights would
be on a better bhasis for shippers than they
are aroutid the other way. I bhope the Treas-
urer will give serious c¢onsideration to this
important question. I have nothing to say
in eriticism of the State Shipping Service. I
should, however, like to refer to the tourist
traflic into which it =cems to have drifted.
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Lately the management nppenr to have been
catering for tourist traffie, which I regard as
of little or no use to the serviee from the
finaneial aspect. I do not know either that
the traffic is a good advertising ageney for
the State. Tt takes the vessels off the coast
Jjust at the hottest period of the year, when
they are needed for the convenicnee of our
own people. T hope the Minister controlling
the serviee will go into that question elosely,
and determine whether the method is good or
bhad, and whether it should be continued,
Personally I see no benefit acerning to the
service from the tourist traffic. Again, I
noticed recently that the general manager has
adopted the peculiar idea of advertising the
service hy turning a vessel inte a jazz hall
at Fremantle. I do not know the reason for
that step, unless it is publicity. In any case,
I do not agree with it. Does the Minister
knmow the extra cost entailed in supplying
foodstuffs and catering for the jazz proceed-
ings recently held on the “Koolinda” at Fre-

mantle? Turther, does he know what wax
teken away from the boat by way of
souvenirs?

The Minister for Mines: T admit T have no
information on that point,

Mr. COVERLEY: T am not concerned
about what was souvenired, but about what
was not souvenired. I wish the visitors had
souvenired the general manager, but un-
fortunately they left him hehind. 1 hope
the Treasurer will take into consideration the
question of giving us another boat for the
North-West.

Hon. P. COLLIER: On the main
point raised by the hon. member, an-
other ship for the North-West, the Gov-
ernment have not yet had time to con-
sider the matter. I do believe, though, that
we could more efficiently meet the require-
ments with the existing ships if another
service were there to eo-operate. [ am
glad that the “Koolinda” has functioned
effectively. If her trips to Singapore infer-
fere in any way with the purpose for which
the ship was secured in the first place, L shall
also bring that hefore the Minister. T look
upon the “Koolinda” as my own, hecanse I
arranged for the purchase and finance while
in Melbourne. I regret that she has de-
generated into a jozz hall. That matter, oo,
will have to be eonsidered. 1 am quite sure
that if an opportunity presents itself to find
the money to finance another ship, that pro-
posal will be unanimously endorsed by the
members of this Chamber, because our
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{riends of the Opposition, when I was on the
North-West coast last year, were the most
enthusiastic snpporters of the State Ship-
ping Serviee that | ever heard; so that the
work will be able to go forward with the
unanimous support of all hon. members,

Division put and passed.
Divisions — State  Sawmills, £372,886 ;

Wyndham I'reezing, Conning and Meat FEa-
port Works, £240,000-—agreed to.

This coneluded the Estimates of the Trad-
ing Concerns for the year.

Resolutions reported.

House udjonrned at 1155 p.m.
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Question : Road Distriets Act, consolidation ... 1050

Motion : Bees Act, to disallow regulation 1957

Bills; Forests Act Amendment, SR., pasaed 1857

Constltution Acts Amendment, "2R. 1957
Metropollt.an Whole Milk Act Amendment As

sembly's message 1972

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT,
CONSOLIDATION,

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chicf See-
retary: 1, Flas the consolidation of the Road
Distriets Act been completed and printed?
2, If so, when will copies be made available
to voad boards thromghont the State?

The CHIFF SECRETARY replied: 1
and 2, The eensolidation is completed, but
it is not desirable to print it while there is
an amendment before Parliament which, if
passed, should be incorporated in the con-
solidation (Road Distriets Aet Amendment
Aect, 1933, No. 2).



